DALGUISE TRIP
1st – 3rd June saw Miss Sharkey, Mrs. Ansquer, Mrs. McCallum, Mrs.
Flynn and 27 pupils head off for three days of character building challenges and activities during the S6 Team Building trip to Dalguise in Perthshire. This event has been supported for the last two years by the Academy of Sport at Abertay University and the focus for our new S6 pupils as
they embark on their final year at school, was on challenging themselves
and their perceptions, pushing their boundaries, learning new skills, identifying their goals for the coming months and building a strong team of sixth
year pupils who are all valued and support each other, as well as the community of St. Paul’s.
On arrival the heavens opened and in untypically wet weather for the time
of year, our pupils enjoyed the amazing, Scottish scenery as they participated in activities such as abseiling, open canoeing and tree climbing.
The rain might have poured down on the pupils for the next 24 hrs but it
certainly didn’t dampen their spirits as they threw themselves into each
challenge. With little time to dry off between dinner and the evening activity, there was stiff completion during the quiz evening which was narrowly
won by the staff –not that were being competitive!!! Day two saw the sunshine return and more activities such as the sensory trail, more tree climbing, problem solving, and orienteering. The evening involved pupils com-

peting in Dragon’s Den, building a tower of shoes and making an advert,
followed by a campfire with pizzas and toasted marshmallows. On our
last day groups completed the rest of their activities, ensuring everyone
had the chance to go canoeing, abseiling or tree climbing before our final
lunch and journey home.
The pupils were outstanding, without exception they challenged themselves and each other, they pushed themselves out of their comfort zone,
worked together, confirmed existing friendships and cemented new ones
but most importantly for St. Paul’s, affirmed their desire to work together in
the coming months, be leaders within the school and wider community,
share their talents & skills including the new ones they learnt at Dalguise.
DIARY DATES
Friday 3 July 2015
Tuesday 18 August 2015
Friday 9 October 2015
Monday 26 October 2015
Wednesday 23 December 2015
Thursday 7 January 2016
Friday 25 March 2016 (Holiday)
Friday 1 April 2016
Friday 1 July 2016

-

End of Term 4
Start Term 1
End of Term 1
Start of Term 2
End of Term 2
Start Term 3
Good Friday
End Term 3
End Term 4

INSERVICE DAYS 2015 - 2016
No.1 : Monday 17 August 2015
No.2 : Thursday 12 November 2015
No.3 : Friday 13 November 2015
No.4 : Thursday 11 February 2016
No.5 : Friday 27 May 2016
SPRING 2016 MID TERM BREAK
Friday 12 & Monday 15 February 2016
OTHER HOLIDAYS
Good Friday - Friday 25 March 2016
May Day
- Monday 2 May 2016
Victoria Day - Monday 30 May 2016
Please go to http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk/ where you will find the school
calendar, daily notices, news items, school handbooks, sports clubs & study clubs etc.

PARENT COUNCIL DATES
Chairperson - Martin MacGregor
Secretary
- Claire Hosie
Treasurer
- Mandy McKenzie (Acting)
Should you wish to raise anything with the Parent Council please contact
the school or email: stpauls@dundeeparentcouncil.org
Parent Council meetings are open to all parents and guardians/carers and
we would encourage you to come along and support the school and our
children’s education.
16 September 2015 AGM

CAREERS ADVISER THURSDAY LUNCH TIME DROP IN
The school career adviser is available for quick questions or help related to
careers and leaving school options for S4, 5 and 6 pupils.
Located in the Careers Office in the Library from 1pm - 1:35pm every
Thursday starting next session. No appointment required, just drop in.
Available on a first come, first served basis - 10 minutes max per pupil.
SQA EXAMS 2015
The exam season got underway at the end of April when 160,000 candidates throughout Scotland sat exams in 550 centres. The exams ended
on Monday 1 June here in St. Paul’s and by that time over 750,000 exams
had been completed in Scotland ranging from National 5’s to Advanced
Higher. In St. Paul’s, the exam season went well. A team of outside invigilators were in school and have all commented very positively on pupil
behaviour and uniform.
The results of the 2015 exams will be issued to students on Tuesday 4
August 2015. All students will receive the traditional paper certificate
through the post. However all pupils have been given information about
getting results by text and email between 8.00 am and 9.00 am on Tuesday 4 August by registering for MySQA. Students need to register before
Tuesday 8 July and activate their account by Wednesday 15July 2015 to
avail of this service. Any pupil who does not get the results for UCAS
they require should contact the school on Monday 10 August and
speak to or leave a message for Mrs McCarthy.
On Tuesday 18th August any pupils who wish to make subject
changes due to results can do so P1/2
M & D REWARD TRIP
Almost two hundred pupils along with members of staff enjoyed a fabulous
and fun-filled day at M&D’s in Strathclyde. Three coaches departed from
the school just after registration on the 5 June and the excited pupils sang
their way to the park. The trip was a well-deserved reward to recognise
those pupils who had worked hard and attended classes on time all year.
The journey itself was uneventful, just as we like it, and the weather was
dry which for most of the day which was a bonus as the pupils spent most
of the day rushing from ride to ride. There were a few ashen faces after a
trip on the rollercoasters but both pupils and staff had a brilliant time.
The pupils are to be commended for their exemplary behaviour, they were
a credit to St Paul’s throughout the day.
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ONE COMMUNITY MANY GIFTS
Dear Parent/Carer
Thank you once again for taking the time to read our school newsletter and I hope you will enjoy reading of the events, celebrations and success this term. Thank you also for supporting our school this year.
I am proud of the efforts our young people and their families have put into wearing full school uniform. We ask that pupils
wear white shirt, tie, black trousers or knee length skirt, black school or plain sweater or sweatshirt. There is also a school PE
kit which you can purchase from the Schoolwear Shop, Commercial Street, Dundee. There is also a senior school blazer for
S4-S6. We do not allow leggings or clothes with logos. Hooded tops we consider to be outdoor wear. Pupils will be asked to
take off non-uniform items in school, e.g. coloured jackets and will be asked to remove outdoor wear, jackets, hooded tops in
class. When you are buying uniform for next session I would ask that you refer to our school website for details. Text reminders will be sent out during the school holiday.
I look forward to welcoming our new S1 pupils next term and I look forward to writing to you again next year to report on our
ongoing success and new developments and initiatives. I hope all our young people and their families have an excellent summer holiday and return refreshed and ready for the new term in August.
John L Carroll
Head Teacher
Following an action packed transition programme of tours, classes, lunches, games, sports spectacular and Mass we are looking forward to fully welcoming our new S1 pupils in August.
One of the transition days was a team building day in Camperdown Park. This was sponsored by Dundee Academy of Sport
and was organised to follow on from our various contact days
throughout the year when our young people followed a curricular transition on an Island theme. The Island games allowed our
newest pupils to work with the Senior pupils as they completed
a variety of activities based on Growth Mindset. This was also
the beginning of our buddying system when all S1 pupils will be
assigned a Senior pupil who will link with them throughout the
year. The pupils had a fantastic day, even the weather cooperated, and the evaluations provided by our new pupils were exceptionally positive.

GUIDANCE—ST. MARGARET’S HOUSE

Details of school uniform can be found on school website
http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk
Punctuality
The school day starts with registration at 8.50 am. All pupils must attend Registration. Please ensure your son/daughter is on time in the morning and also
for afternoon classes which begin at 1.35 pm.

LENGTH

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME

Any pupil taken out of school to go on holiday during term time will be
marked as an unauthorised absence. Providing a letter from your employer in
advance of any holiday stating that this holiday cannot be taken at any other
time of year or is fixed to a certain time of year is required to mark a holiday
absence as authorised.

All absences require parent/carer to make a call to the school
with reason for absence on each morning of absence

See our new S1 responses to coming to St. Paul’s at
https://vimeo.com/130535813

EDUCATION MASS
A big thank you and well done to all those staff and pupils involved in the Education Mass on Thursday 4th June. A special thanks to
our Music Department, choir and musicians, RE Department and Mrs Girolami, who made the beautiful banner and all those staff and
pupils who helped both at the Mass and in preparation. A great deal of hard work was put in to make this a very special occasion. A big
thank you to all those staff, pupils, parents and friends who gave their support and joined the celebration of the Mass. St. Paul’s has
received a large number of messages of congratulations and thanks.

Next year St. Margaret’s House will have a new Guidance teacher as Ms McFarlane is taking
up a two year secondment post. Pupils and parents will be informed of the new Guidance
teacher in due course.

SCHOOL SKIRTS SHOULD BE KNEE

NEW S1 TRANSITION

S6 DANCE
The S6 Dance was held
in the Invercarse Hotel
on Friday 12 June. Our
students all looked fabulous and everyone had a
fantastic evening.

CONGRATULATIONS

Head Boy
Matthew Fox

Head Girl
Evie McMahon

CELEBRATION OF SUCCESS
Congratulations to all our prize winners and a big thank you to all staff and pupils
who made this evening a tremendous success. Our Head Girl for 2015/2016 is
Evie McMahon and our Head Boy is Matthew Fox. Depute Head Girl is Megan
McIntyre and Depute Head Boy is Cameron Ritchie. Well done.

S

PORTS EXTRAVAGANZA: Well done to all pupils for their efforts
and achievements at the sports on Friday 29 May. There were some
excellent performances and pupils were a credit to St. Paul's, everyone
should be very proud of themselves.
TRAMPOLINE TEAM: Congratulations to the St. Paul's trampoline team
who competed in their first ever competition and won three individual
medals and the team gold. Fantastic achievement girls, well done for all
your hard work.
GOLF & CRICKET: A huge well done to our
golfers and cricket
team who have both
won 3rd place at the
recent Dundee Schools
competitions.
These are both new
sports for the school and this is a fantastic achievement for everyone
involved.
TayPLAN Youth Camp 2015
7 of our Geographer’s took part in this initiative held at Dundee University
on 11th June. Our two teams worked with young people from all over
Tayside to compete in a challenge to improve
the ‘Cityscape’ of Dundee in-line with current
developments at the Waterfront. Josh Wyness,
Callum Naismith, Abu Ibrahim, Rachel Thomson and Leigh Killorn hold the runners up trophy
for St Paul’s. Well done – you are a credit to
the school.
ROYAL HIGHLAND SHOW
The rain stayed off for our trip to the Royal Highland Show
where the delights of Scottish produce were sampled. S3 –
S6 pupils were given the opportunity to explore Scottish
agriculture from ‘field to fork’ – many even got their photos
taken with prize sheep and cows! Physical challenges were
set by the Army and high-tech simulators in the BBC Doctor
Who tent. There was certainly something for everyone
(including the Staff!).

L

ONDON TRIP 2015; Another fantastic trip to London. From the
moment we arrived it was fun and games with pupils meeting the
stars at Madame Tussauds. However, we were all quite jealous
when some of our group met a real star - Bradley Cooper! From Bradley
Cooper one day to Chris Law the next pupils could not contain their excitement - especially when walking past Boris Johnson. Matilda was a
roaring success but we couldn't quite decide which teacher most
resembled Mrs Trunchbull - probably Mr Trezise! Harry Potter Studio Tour was a magical experience for all - for those enjoying the
tour and those who were enjoying the sunshine! Shopping in Oxford
Street on the last day was the last bit of excitement before the long
journey back to Dundee. Pupils were an absolute credit to the
school - well done! Roll on London 2016!

FIREBRIGADE VISIT on 29 April 2015
During the exam leave St. Paul's started an initiative linking the school
to outside agencies and employers.
These included Scottish Fire and
Rescue (photo) who explained the
basic entrance qualifications, conditions of service, training required and
possible career path. The team from
Macalpine Road fire station also described some of the call- outs they
have had to attend from cats up trees
to the more serious road traffic accidents. Other talks were given by
Tesco's - "The job Interview", Photography, Personal Finance, Robertson, Global Citizenship's "How to live on a fiver a day" and also Employability Skills.
CREATIVE SPACES COMPETITION
On Wednesday 13th May a team of four S2 pupils from St Paul's Academy took part in the Creative Spaces Challenge.
This event was held at Dundee College and involved pupils designing then making a model of a
contemporary theatre using sustainable / environmentally friendly design. Our S2 pupils were accompanied by Mr Eggo from the CDT department
and did really well on the day achieving eigth
place overall. The picture opposite shows the
model they produced.
The pupils involved were Amy Fyffe, Vivienne
Butler, Kevin Findlater and Kieran McDowall.
CREATIVE SPACES CHALLENGE 2015
Four pupils from St Paul's Academy were accompanied by Mr Harrison
from the CDT department to attend the Creative Spaces Challenge held
at Dundee College on Wednesday
13th May. This year's task was to
design then model a space sport
based around the geographical
area of Leuchars Airport. Twenty
schools from around Tayside and
Fife took part and, although we did
not place in the top three overall
this year, St Paul's pupils won the
award for having the most organised working environment. The pupils who took part were:
Rachel Thomson, Nicole McGinnis, Declan Shafi and Evan Robertson
(all S2).
INTERVIEW WITH LOCAL SCOTTISH COMMONWEALTH GAMES
HOCKEY PLAYER - VIKKI BUNCE
Today an Evening Telegraph photographer
came to the Computing
Department to take
some photos of local
Scottish Commonwealth
Games Hockey player
Vikki Bunce handing
over prize money to
Evan Robertson, Cari Wilde and DJ Bradley. The pupils were key members of the Digital Commonwealth group that through their hard
work and creativity won first place in 2 out of the 3 categories in a
national competition. The money we have received will go towards
purchasing new film-making, sound recording and green screen
equipment and software to help take Digital Media forward as a
subject area in the school.

MARY SLESSOR COMPETITION

Congratulations to Eve Ritchie and
Brooklyn Wilson who received both a
certificate for 'Highly Commended' work
and to Martin Baldie who won the NonFiction category, receiving a medal and
an IPad mini, in The Nine Trades Mary Slessor Creative Writing Competition'.
MUSIC
Brass Day: Cari Wilde S1, Robbie Lamond S2, Jacob Christie S2, Joshua
Christie S4 were involved in a Brass Day on Tuesday June 9th which was
held at the Music Centre and run by brass tutors from across Dundee. This
culminated in a concert for parents at 3pm which gave pupils the opportunity to showcase their hard work.
Staffing: This year has seen a number of staffing changes in the Music
department. We have welcomed Mr Jim Tribble as our piano and lower
strings instructor and have been allocated an extra morning with Mr Sinclair
our guitar instructor. Both appointments continue to have a positive impact
on pupils at St Paul’s. At the end of term we will bid farewell to Mrs Paul
who will be greatly missed. As well as being a teacher with over 30 years’
experience, Mrs Paul is also an excellent musician who has been more
than happy to share her skills with the young people at St Paul’s. We wish
Mrs Paul the best for her retirement and I would like to wish her a personal
thanks for all of the help and support over this session.
DSMT: A number of St Paul’s pupils are involved in Dundee Schools Music
Theatre and have been, or will be, performing in shows over the coming
months. Robbie Lamond S2, Brooklyn Wilson S2, Vivienne Butler S3, Kennedy Thomson S3, Abbey Hosie S3, Vivienne Butler S3, Megan Blakeman
S3, Annie Petrie S3, Mikaela Aktag S3, Kelsey McDonnell S3, Amy Fyffe
S3, Jennifer Dixon S3, Abbie Cassidy S4, Ayden Bryson-Sword S4, Ellie
McDonald S6 and Iona McKaig S6 have all shared their music, dancing an
dramatic talents in DSMT shows.
Summer Lunchtime Concert: Our Summer Lunchtime Concert took
place on Friday 26th June. This was the final performing opportunity of a
busy and successful session for the Music Department at St Paul's and we
enjoyed pieces from the School Band, Staff and Pupil Choir as well as solo
items.
Education Mass: Thanks so much to all staff, pupils and instructors who
gave their time and talents so willingly to make the music for the Education
Mass so stunning. Mrs Paul was instrumental in putting the musical arrangements for the Education Mass together and thanks must go to her for
this and her organisation of pupils and staff!
NYCoS CONCERT: On Sunday 7 June the NYCoS (National Youth Choir
of Scotland) Dundee branch's summer concert took place. Young musicians from across Dundee were involved and well done to Kama Donald
(S2), Abbie Cassidy (S5) and Christopher Brighty (S5) who represented St
Paul's RC Academy in this concert, it was an excellent evening of vocal
music. If any pupils are interested in joining NYCoS next session please
see Mrs O'Rourke for more information.
Gold Leng Medal: There were almost 40 young performers competing for
the Gold Leng Medal at the Music Centre on Tuesday evening 28 April.
Kama Donald (S2), Vivienne Butler (S3), Kennedy Thomson (S3) and Chris
Brighty (S4) all sang very well and were a credit to the school.
STRATHMORE TROPHY 2015
Our new S2s Luke, McComiskie, Abby Coutts, Cari Wildeand Amy Maguire
competed against 20 other schools from as far a field as Glasgow in a technology based contest earlier this month. Pupils had to use Google App
Inventor to devise and create a mobile phone app of their choice. The
group were a credit to the school
and made it to the final but sadly
missed out on the top prize.
S3 pupil Declan Shafi was
invited along as part of
the group of experts giving
teams technical assistance
when needed and again
performed admirably.

HOME ECONOMICS NEWS
S2 Cake Competition (April 2015) – In
Home Economics, S2 pupils had to design
and make an animal themed cake. The
cakes were judged and each class had a
winner. This year’s S2 cake competition
winner’s were: Kasie McLaren, Erin Gallacher, Erin Walker, Brooklyn Wilson, Megan Stewart, Chloe Innes and Annalise
McGonnigle. All winners received a certificate and a prize.
S3 Cake Competition (March 2015) – In Home Economics , S3 pupils
had to design and make a chocolate
gateau. The cakes were judged and
each class had a winner. This year’s S3
cake competition winners were: Amy
Hall, Any Fyffe, Tuana Tutus, Annie
Petrie and Shannon Henderson. All
winners received a certificate and prize.
S3 Pizza Competition – During session
2014-2015, the Home Economics department teamed up with Tayside Contracts
and the St Paul’s RC Academy canteen
staff and organised a pizza competition.
In Home Economics, S3 pupils had to
design and make three types of pizza,
these were: a vegetarian, a meat feast
and a calzone style pizza. The overall winners were: Annie Petrie
(vegetarian pizza winner), Daisy Whyte (meat feast pizza winner) and
Kennedy Thomson (calzone pizza winner). All three winners received a
certificate and a prize. On the 20th May 2015, the winners spent a
morning in the St Paul’s RC Academy canteen kitchen and made their
winning pizzas, which were served at lunchtime to staff and pupils.
S3 REHIS Exam – During session 20142015, S3 pupils in Home Economics completed the Elementary Food Hygiene course ran
by the Royal Environmental Health Institute of
Scotland (REHIS). 60 pupils in total passed
the final exam and now have a food hygiene
qualification. These pupils received a REHIS
certificate in May 2015.
The Great Scottish Cake-Off (May 2015)
– S3 pupils in Home Economics took part
in a baking competition organised by
Chest Heart and Stroke Scotland. Pupils
had to design and make cakes and then
had to sell the cakes to staff and pupils,
raising money for Chest Heart and Stroke
Scotland. The cakes were judged and
each class had a winner. The winner’s
were: Megan Blakeman, Dione Mudie, Daisy Whyte and Aarryn Bruce.
These pupils received a certificate from Chest Heart and Stroke Scotland and a prize. S3 pupils raised £80 for Chest Heart and Stroke Scotland.
Dundee & Angus College Junior Baker of the Year Competition
(June 2015) – This year’s theme was ‘The Great Scone Challenge’.
Kama Donald (S1) and Brooklyn Wilson (S2), both reached the final at
Dundee & Angus College on Friday
12th June 2015. The competition was
open to S1/2 pupils from secondary
schools in Dundee, Angus and
East Fife. 18 pupils in total made
the final and Kama Donald was
awarded third place.
Kama
made ‘Cranachan Inspired
Scrumptious Scones served with
Scottish Raspberry Compote’.
Well done Kama!

