MATHS WEEK SCOTLAND 2017
11th – 17th September saw the introduction of the first ever Maths Week
Scotland, with the aim of raising the profile of maths and numeracy in
schools across the country.
On Monday 11th, Dundee Academy of Sport delivered an exciting morning to S2 pupils at St Paul’s RC Academy, who took part in a variety of
different activities including measuring grip strength, sprint tests, shuttle
runs, long jump and high jump. The data collected will be used during a
6-week programme, run by the Dundee Academy of Sport beginning
after the October holidays. This will give pupils real-life examples of the
applications of numeracy in sport.
S1 pupils took part in a morning of Life Skills workshops delivered by
Barclays Bank. Firstly, pupils got hands-on experience of filling in an
application form to open a bank account and this experience should
stand them in good stead when they open a bank account for real.
Next, a Money Personality Quiz posed multiple choice-style questions
such as ‘What would you do if you
found £10 in the street?’ and scenarios including ‘You get a text from your
mobile phone company to say that
their prices are increasing. What
would you do?’ Thought provoking
questions indeed. After scoring their
own answers, pupils were able to
work out what type of money personality they have, ranging from careful
saver to carefree spender and everything in between. This workshop, as
well as being lots of fun, encouraged pupils to think about their spending
habits now and in the future.
The last activity entitled ‘Let’s Have a
Party’ required the planning and
budgeting of a party for 120 people.
Pupils worked in groups to choose
which entertainment to provide, from
DJs, live bands, fancy lighting, zorbing and bouncy castles to karaoke
and more. They also had to plan food
and drinks, and to include the price of
hiring a hall. Then came the crunch –
tickets had to cost between £6 and £12 per person, meaning that many
groups had to go back and change their entertainment choices accordingly. This workshop really got pupils thinking about spending and
budget, whilst planning a fun event.
Mangahigh Maths Ninja Challenge
Congratulations to S2 pupil Luis who earned himself a medal for scoring
150+ points in the Maths Ninja Challenge. Fantastic result, well done
Luis.
Sumdog Competition
During Maths Week Scotland, 2,503 classes, consisting of 55,163 pupils
took part in the online Sumdog competition across the whole Scotland.
Pupils participated in games where they had to answer mathematical
questions in order to win points. Congratulations to Mrs Cosgrove’s S1
Maths class who scored highest at St. Paul’s with a total of 185 points,
putting them into 1482nd place.

SCIENCE

LAB SKILLS
at Dundee University
31st Aug - 1st Sept (DSCN)
S4 pupils were at the University of Dundee on a 2 day
course looking at a variety of
lab techniques from making
up samples in agar plates to
flame tests

ST. PAUL’S RC ACADEMY
GILLBURN ROAD

DUNDEE SPORTS ACADEMY
Dundee Sports Academy were helping out the S3 Chemistry students
with the section on Chemistry and
Drugs. The team came in with a
number of workshops ranging from
the ethics of Drugs in Sport to Sport
Cheats
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ONE COMMUNITY MANY GIFTS
Dear Parent/Carer

PARENT COUNCIL
Chairperson - Martin MacGregor
Secretary
- Claire Hosie
Treasurer
- Fraser Christie
Should you wish to raise anything with the Parent Council please contact
the school or email: stpauls@dundeeparentcouncil.org
Parent Council meetings are open to all parents and guardians/carers and
we would encourage you to come along and support the school and our
children’s education. Dates of meetings will be published on our website
as soon as we have them.
Website Address: http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk/
CAREERS ADVISER: Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays,
LUNCH TIME DROP IN
The school career adviser is available for quick questions or help related to
careers and leaving school options for S4, 5 and 6 pupils.
Located in the Careers Office in the Library every lunchtime starting. No
appointment required, just drop in. Available on a first come, first served
basis - 10 minutes max per pupil.
DIARY DATES
Friday 6 October 2017
Monday 23 October 2017
Friday 22 December 2017
Monday 8 January 2018
Thursday 29 March 2018
Monday 16 April 2018
Friday 29 June 2018

End Term 1
Start Term 2
End Term 2
Start Term 3
End Term 3
Start Term 4
End Term 4

I hope as always you enjoy reading about some of the many exciting events that have taken place in St. Paul’s in the last
term. One of the best ways of keeping up with the many various activities we are involved with and how our young people are
sharing their gifts and engaging with the community is by following us on twitter @stpaulsdundee
One of the highlights this term is our school production of High School Musical which takes place this week in the Mangamanutha Hall. The show is a sell out every evening and we are all really looking forward to seeing it.
During this term we have analysed our exam results and I am pleased to report that the academic achievement of young people of St. Paul’s continues to improve in most measures. This is, without doubt, due to the commitment and hard work of both
pupils and teachers and relies on your on-going support. We are however not complacent and we aim to continue to improve
and help all young people gain a good set of qualifications and experiences to help them achieve their ambitions. I cannot
emphasise enough the importance of personal study in getting good grades and I trust that you will encourage and cajole
your sons and daughters to ensure they do well by completing homeworks given and by attending Supported Study when
appropriate.
I know we are all looking forward to the October holiday and I hope everyone has a lovely time and takes the opportunity to
recharge their batteries for next term. I look forward to writing to you before Christmas with a further update on life here in
St. Paul’s and as always please contact me or one of my staff should you wish to bring anything to our attention.
God Bless you and all your family
Head Teacher
Mrs Teresa Little
Pupils were involved
in many varied activities such as Challenge Course, Canoeing, Abseiling,
Giant Swing, Quiz
and Cha l le nge
Nights. Our pupils
were absolutely
superb, most of them met every challenge head on and
Dalguise centre instructors had commented that St. Paul’s
was one of the best groups that they had the pleasure to
work with. High praise indeed!

INSERVICE DAYS 2017— 2018
Thursday 16 November 2017 Inservice Day 2
Friday 17 November 2017 Inservice Day 3
Thursday 15 February 2018, Inservice Day 4
Friday 25 May 2018, Inservice Day 5
Friday 30 March, Good Friday
Friday 16 February/Monday 19 February 2018, Mid Term Holiday
Monday 7 May 2018, May day & Monday 28 May 2018, Victoria Day
Please go to http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk/ where you will find the
school calendar, daily, Parental Newsletters, news items, uniform, school
handbooks etc.
Uniform is PLAIN BLACK SHOES, black Jumper, black trouser/skirt and tights, NO LEGGINGS, JEANS, LOGOS.
SCHOOL SKIRTS SHOULD BE KNEE LENGTH

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME
Any pupil taken out of school to go on holiday during term time will be
marked as an unauthorised absence. Providing a letter from your employer
in advance of any holiday stating that this holiday cannot be taken at any
other time of year or is fixed to a certain time of year is required to mark a
holiday absence as authorised.

All absences require parent/carer to make a call to the school
with reason for absence on each morning of absence

DALGUISE TRIP 2017
On Wednesday 16 August 42 S6 pupils from St. Paul’s went to
complete a three day residential programme at Dalguise. The programme had been designed to improve their team working skills, to
build their resilience and of course to raise their aspiration and selfesteem which will impact positively throughout the current academic year and beyond.

ABERTAY VISIT
S6 pupils also attended a day at Abertay University at our
‘Aim High’ event. The focus of the day was to be aspirational in personal targets, to develop confidence and to be
able to work productively as a group member.
Since these events, all S6 have been involved in training as
mentors with the aim that they will be paired with S3 pupils
across the school. S6 have been working in sessions on
communication, building relationships, listening skills, signposting and Child Protection guidelines.

LONDON 2017
Another fantastic annual London trip. Pupils enjoyed a range of
exciting experiences from the London Dungeons to Thorpe Park.
We also saw Dreamgirls which was a fantastic show. But the
highlight of our trip, as always, was the visit to Parliament. We
were very lucky to meet Chris Law MP for Dundee West. Our
pupils put Chris to the test by asking a range of topical questions
and he was very impressed with the range of knowledge our pupils displayed. The weather was absolutely fantastic - some even
said too hot!! We are already very excited for London 2018!

HOME ECONOMICS
Dundee & Angus College Junior Baker of the Year
Competition (June 2017) – This year’s theme was ‘The Great
Scone Challenge’. Melissa Phillips and Ellie Ritchie, both reached
the final at Dundee & Angus College on Thursday 15th June
2017. The competition was open to S1/2 pupils from secondary
schools in Dundee, Angus and East Fife. 12 pupils in total made
the final, Melissa was awarded second place and Ellie was awarded third place. Melissa made potato scones served with herb butter and Ellie made rhubarb and ginger scones served with vanilla
cream. Both types of scones tasted delicious. Well done to Melissa who will receive a prize of £30 and to Ellie who will receive a
prize of £20. Congratulations girls!
HOME ECONOMICS
New Care Course
Currently there are so many job vacancies within the care industry
in Scotland and unfortunately not
many people have qualifications in
care or have an interest in this
career choice. The Home Economics department has started
delivering a new qualification
called ‘Care’ this session to try and promote more young people
choosing a career in care.

This course looks at the care of all individuals and within different
care settings including the public sector, private sector and the
third sector. On the 21st September, Lesley Tait, a Childcare Services Manager of One Parent Families Scotland (a charity
within the third sector) based in Fintry, gave a presentation to
the class on her experiences working within the care industry.
Lesley has kindly agreed for each pupil in the class to spend
an afternoon next term at her childcare establishment. Our
pupils are really looking forward to this visit next term

UNDER 15 GIRLS FOOTBALL
The girl’s football returned on Thursday 28 September at Craigie
and St Pauls excellent start to the year continued.
The girls won all three games on the night beating Braeview 2-1,
Baldragon 4-0 and topped the it off with a phenomenal fight back
against Morgan. Trailing 1-3 at half time, the girls showed great
character and teamwork to win 4-3 with Georgie Robb setting
Emmie Myles up with the winner.
Top goal scorer on the day was Georgie Robb with 5.
The senior girls selected Aimee Dolan as star player for a goal
and excellent defensive display.
Well done to all the girls who took part!
Mr Kirkland
ST. PAUL’S GIRLS’ PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES CLUB
This term saw the start of a new, all girls sports and activity club
called Miss Fits! The entire PE department has been opened up
for use with sessions in swimming, netball, fitness, dance and
games being provided by staff and sports leaders from the
school. To take part in these free activities, girls need only adhere
to the tag line for the project, ‘On Wednesdays, we wear PINK’.
So far the response has been fantastic, with over 60 girls from S1
- S6 having attended and taken part in one or more of a number
of activities. Another plus point of the club
is that it is almost entirely run by the project ambassadors (senior girls), with support from mainly female staff from across
the school and a few Active Schools volunteers from the city’s college and universities.
Over the coming term the project will look
to continue expanding, attracting more girls to activities that they
themselves can have a say in choosing. The project ambassadors will be investigating what type of activities the girls
would like to see happening during their Wednesday afternoon session through weekly chats with the girls. If you are
a Miss and you want to get Fit, get a consent form and get
yourself along!

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL, 3rd-5th October, 7.30pm
This week St. Paul’s will turn into East High as we prepare to put on
our production of High School Musical! After many months of rehearsals, the 28 strong cast ranging from S2-S6 will perform well
known songs including, “We’re all in this together”, “Getcha Head in
the Game” and “Breaking Free”. The leading principal roles are
played by Robbie Lamond S5 (Troy Bolton), Megan Blakeman S6
(Gabriella Montez), Kennedy Thomson S6 (Ryan Evans) and Annie
Petrie S6 (Sharpay Evans). As well as our talented cast, we have a
number of pupils involved in the tech and backstage crews, and we
also have our very own cheer squad! Pupils and staff have worked
hard to bring you this production and we hope you enjoy it as much
as we have enjoyed putting it together.
This show is not to be missed, so “Getcha Head in the Game” and
get your tickets now! A limited number of tickets are available from
Mrs O’Rourke in the Music Department or from the school office:
(01382) 307701. Go Wildcats!!

HISTORY DEPARTMENT
Our National 4 & 5 History pupils thoroughly enjoyed the presentation given by Dr Fraser Brown, formerly of the Black Watch Association, on Friday
the 22nd September. As part of their course, pupils are studying the ‘Era
of the Great War’ and the contribution of the Scots on the Western Front,
and in particular, the contribution of Dundonian men during the Battle of
Loos in Belgium in 1915. Twenty Scottish regiments fought in this battle,
the greatest number ever to fight together in the British Army. Many young
men from Dundee fought in this campaign as part of 4th (City of Dundee)
Battalion of the Black Watch which became known as “Dundee’s Own”.
They had a unique status as they were the only territorial battalion in the
Black Watch which was raised entirely from within the city. ‘Dundee’s Own’
was made up of 30 officers and 860 men. They left for the Western Front
on 23 February 1915 and were enthusiastically cheered on by huge crowds
who had come to watch them leave.
4th Battalion Black Watch (Dundee’s Own) marched from Dudhope Castle
to Dundee West Railway Station.
Dundee’s Own’ formed part of an Indian formation, the Bareilly Brigade, at
the Battle of Loos. ‘Our boys’ fought bravely and soon built up a reputation
for courageous and
fierce fighting. Over
two hundred men
from ’Dundee’s Own’
were killed and hundreds were injured in
this campaign.

Lest we forget ...

ROAD RELAY SUCCESS
Tuesday 19th September was this year’s
Active Schools Road Relay Championships
at Balgay Park, with our girls team, made up
of Chloe Lyons (S2), Cameryn Barclay and
Ellis McDougall (both S1), running a fantastic race to achieve a silver medal. Unfortunately our boys team,
James McNeil, Leo Murrie and Jack Hutchison
(all S2), were placed fourth and just missed out on a
medal by a few seconds. On the back of this event, we
are looking for any pupils in the school keen to start a
running club. Please contact the Active Schools Coordinator – Justin Mulholland, in the PE base for more
information. Thanks, J Mulholland

DUKE OF EDINBURGH
Well done to Robbie Johnston, Wiktoria Krol, Josh McNiven and Callan
Shepherd for completing their Bronze
Duke of Edinburgh Qualifier Expedition. Also a big congratulations to Luke
McComiskie Mitchell and Ryan Duncan who completed their practice expedition. The pupils walked from
Strathkinness to Tentmuir then camping overnight. On day 2 the walked
from their campsite, finishing their
expedition at the Tay Road Bridge.
All pupils found it physically tiring but enjoyed the lovely sunny
weather they had for both days. Once they
have presented their expedition they will
have completed the expedition of Duke of
Edinburgh and hopefully soon will complete
the full Bronze award and start the Silver
level.
If you are in S3 or above and want more information of the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme please see Mrs Butler or Miss Smith.
NURSERY READING
The school library is running a project this year where two pupils are trained
up each month to read to nursery aged pupils. They then go out to St Pius
nursery class to practice their new
found skills. The ability to read
upside down and make sure the
little people can see all the pictures
is quite a challenge, but once
they’ve done it our pupils feel about
ten feet tall, they are (justly) so
proud of themselves. We hope that
they will remember these skills once
they have their own children around
them and feel confident in their ability to read to them. The picture shows a
second year pupil entertaining three young nursery
children.
LESSONS FROM AUSCHWITZ PROJECT 2017 - 18
Many congratulations to our S5 pupils, Kerys Donoghue and Allan Barber
who were chosen to represent St. Paul’s on this ground-breaking certificated
educational project. This four-part course
explores the universal lessons of the Holocaust and its relevance for today.
The project aims to increase
knowledge and understanding of the
Holocaust for young people and to
clearly highlight what can happen if
prejudice and racism become acceptable.

