FUTUREREACH
A number of our S6 pupils participated in the "FutureReach" workshop
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ONE COMMUNITY MANY GIFTS
Dear Parent/Carer

Wednesday 19th November 2014 - 7 pm - (PC Meeting)
Saturday 6th December 9 am—1 pm (PC Christmas Fayre)
Wednesday 25th February 2015 (PC Meeting)
Wednesday 20th May 2015 (PC Meeting)

which took place in St. Paul's in September. This is the third successive
year we have held this workshop which is practically based and uses
actors and local based business men and women who contribute
throughout the workshop. Feedback from the seniors was extremely
positive and they all felt that it was helpful in preparing them for interviews and writing personal statements.
DIARY DATES

Friday 10 October 2014
Monday 27 October 2014
Tuesday 23 December 2014
Wednesday 7 January 2015
Thursday 2 April 2015
Monday 20 April 2015
Friday 3 July 2015

-

CAREERS ADVISER THURSDAY LUNCH TIME DROP IN
The school career adviser is available for quick questions or help related to
careers and leaving school options for S4, 5 and 6 pupils.
Located in the Careers Office in the Library from 1pm - 1:35pm every
Thursday starting next session. No appointment required, just drop in.
Available on a first come, first served basis - 10 minutes max per pupil.
AUTHOR VISIT
S1 pupils were very fortunate at the beginning of term to attend a talk by
children’s author Dave Cousins in the school library. Dave was up from
Birmingham for the Edinburgh Book Festival and he popped through to
Dundee to come and visit us and pupils at Braeview Academy.
He spoke to half the S1 pupils – those who were at English classes at that

End of term 1
Start of term 2
End of term 2
Start of term 3
End of term 3
Start of term 4
End of term 4

INSERVICE DAYS 2014—2015
1. Monday 18 August 2014
2. Tuesday 19 August 2014
3. Thursday 13 November 2014
4. Friday 14 November 2014
5. Thursday 12 February 2015
6. Monday 5 May 2015
SPRING 2015 MID TERM
Friday 13 February 2015 and Monday 16 February 2015
OTHER HOLIDAYS
Good Friday - Friday 3 April 2015
May Day
- Monday 4 May 2015
Victoria Day - Monday 25 May 2015
Please go to http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk/ where you will find
the school calendar, daily notices, news items, school handbooks,
sports clubs etc.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION KIT
As of August 2014 St. Paul’s RC Academy is using a new PE kit for all
years, boys and girls. The kit is available from the school wear
shop at the same price but it will be dri-fit material and the colours
are be the same for boys and girls, black shorts, t-shirt with green
and white piping.

Although we have only been back at school for less than eight weeks since the summer holiday you will see from
our first newsletter it has been a very busy start to the new session. The summer holidays are a distant memory.
You will see from our newsletter the wide range of opportunities open to our young people and their great successes.

I realise that some parents have had to take pupils out of school prior to our October school holiday as they had
planned family holidays out with the school dates. I would like to thank parents who have informed us in advance
where this has been the case. School holiday dates for this session (2014-15) next session (2015 -16) and the following session (2016-17)are published on the Dundee City Council Website. I would also remind parents that for a
holiday during term to be “an approved absence” parents must provide a letter from their employer indicating that
they cannot take a holiday at any other time.
As in previous years you will see from our newsletter that we fundraise for various charities over the course of the
year. This year we will be placing an extra emphasis on our own school fund as this is quite depleted. Our school
fund helps us to run events, trips, sporting fixtures and on occasion help out those in need in our own community.
Our Parent Council are going to run a Christmas Fayre here in St . Paul’s on Saturday 6th December starting at
10am, this will also include the opportunity for the younger children to meet Santa! I am sure you will help support
this event for the benefit of our young people.
As always you can keep up to date and see our upcoming events and our successes on our school web site
http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk/ or follow us on twitter @ stpaulsdundee
Enjoy the October break.
John L Carroll
Head Teacher
For the first time the competition was open to secondary school
pupils from Dundee, Angus and East Fife. Each school could
submit work from two pupils. This year’s theme was the Commonwealth Games. Ellis Findlay and Leigha McCafferty, both S3
represented St Paul’s.
For the second year in a row, a pupil
from St Paul's has won the Dundee
Cupcake Competition!!
Well done to S3 pupil Leah McCafferty who has won this years Cupcake competition. Leigha wowed the
judges with her clever designs. Leah
received a £50 cash price .

time and gave a very entertaining talk about how he came to be a writer
and an illustrator. He was quite a comedian and the pupils really enjoyed
his visit – and not just because it got them out of class! Pupils were given
the opportunity to buy an autographed copy of some of his novels and
several took advantage of this offer. Autographed postcards are still available in the Learning Resource Centre if anybody would like one.
Details of school uniform can be found on school website

SCHOOL SKIRTS SHOULD BE KNEE

LENGTH

http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk
Punctuality
The school day starts with registration at 8.50 am. All pupils must
attend Registration. Please ensure your son/daughter is on time in
the morning and also for afternoon classes which begin at 1.35 pm.

LEAH
MEETING
CELEBRITY
CHEFS
S3 pupil Leigha McCafferty meeting
celebrity chefs at the Dundee Flower

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME

Any pupil taken out of school to go on holiday during term time will be
marked as an unauthorised absence. Providing a letter from your employer in
advance of any holiday stating that this holiday cannot be taken at any other
time of year or is fixed to a certain time of year is required to mark a holiday
absence as authorised.

All absences require parent/carer to make a call to the school
with reason for absence on each morning of absence
and Food Festival.

PE DEPARTMENT (More details inside)
The PE department are
now offering an outdoor kit which pupils
can wear when they
are doing PE outside
or representing the
school at events. Nicole and Sol are modelling this new kit.

THE BIG DEBATE

Higher Modern Studies pupils enroute to Big Big Debate

Senior Modern Studies pupils travelled to Glasgow to take part in the
Debate televised on BBC one on 11 September 2014.
The Senior pupils were amongst 8000 pupils representing schools all
over Scotland. In the opening credits of the programme Amina Ibrahim
and Alyx McIntosh were interviewed and asked their views on the Referendum Debate. The platform representing both sides consisting of Patrick
Harvie, Nicola Sturgeon, Ruth Davidson and George Galloway were certainly put through their paces. The atmosphere in the arena was electric
and the pupils of St Paul's had a fantastic day. St. Paul’s pupils also
attended a second debate which was hosted in the Caird Hall Dundee
and broadcast on Five live.
S6 DALGUISE TRIP 2014
All S6 pupils attended a
three day residential at
Dalguise at the end of August. This trip was funded
by Dundee Academy of
Sport.
The aim of the residential
activity was to promote
leadership, motivation and
team building with our sixth
year pupils. This followed on from the initial “Aim High Day” at Abertay
University where all pupils
in groups presented their
ideas for a marketing project. It was followed on by
our Leadership Day at the
Pastoral Centre where
again leadership and motivation were top of the
agenda.
The Dalguise trip provided an excellent three days of activities. The activities included abseiling, canoeing, cycling, orienteering and a variety of
other tasks. The weather
played along and added an
extra to what must be one of
the most picturesque sites in
Scotland. The pupil evaluations were probably the most
positive that I have ever recorded and hopefully will
give a real boost to our
S6. The staff who were present with our pupils were full of praise
and commented on this group being one of the best groups to take
part. The pupils remained positive, polite and fully engaged even
when they were exhausted. They are a credit to both their families
and to St. Paul’s as a community.

S1 AWAY DAYS
We were very fortunate to be blessedwith good weather
for all 6 of our S1
Away Days which
were held at the
Diocesan Pastoral
Centre.
The purpose of the
day was to help
build positive relationships and the
theme of the day
was 'Talents, Gifts and Skills'. Pupils, accompanied by their
Guidance Teacher and Support for Learning staff, spent the morning
focusing on the theme.
This was followed by a walk up The Law and team building games in the
afternoon. A great time was had by all.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
The new PE kit in the picture below is proudly being worn by pupils and
is looking very smart. The school is hopeful that all pupils in all year
groups will have the full kit by the end of the year. The kit is available at
the School Wear Shop which
includes shorts, t-shirt and
socks. The department are
now offering an outdoor kit
which pupils can wear when
they are doing PE outside or
representing the school at
events. Nicole and Sol are
modelling this new kit on the
front page which is also available from the School Wear
Shop. If anyone has any
questions about all the new uniform please see Miss Morton in the PE
department.
GIRLS FOOTBALL
The S3/4 girls’ football team got
the season off to a great start
with 7 victories at the Dundee
Schools Tournament. The team
will be hoping to repeat this
form for the one-off cup event
held in April. S1-6 girls football
training is on every Tuesday
after school with Miss Morton in the PE department, all pupils welcome.
TROMPOLINE CLUB
An S1-S6 trampoline club has started up
in the PE department every Monday
lunchtime. This has been a great success
so far and the pupils are working towards
entering local competitions. Anyone who
would like to join the club please see Miss
Morton.

STUDY CLUBS AND SPORTS CLUBS
http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk/
Please visit St. Paul’s website for information on the various clubs
we run in the school. There are Study Support Clubs and Sports
Clubs . We encourage our pupils to become involved in a range of
school based extra-curricular activities.

INDIA VILLAGE CALENDAR PROJECT CHARITY
Charity Calendars for the India Village Project
are available to buy from the school office.
These would make an excellent Christmas gift.
In terms of price, a donation is requested.
5TH ANNIVERSARY MASS
On the 5th of September to mark the 5th Anniversary of St. Paul’s Academy’s official opening
we celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving. Bishop
Robson was the main celebrant and was assisted by priests from the local parishes. It
seemed fitting to close our year of celebrations
with a mass which brought together many faces
from the past and present. It was particularly pleasing to see Moria Leck
the first head teacher of St. Paul’s continuing to support in any way she
can. Paul Clancy was on hand to represent Dundee
council, as was Michael McGrath from Scottish Catholic Education service.
The theme ‘One community many gifts’ was brought
to life as we broke bread together. Bishop Robson
spoke enthusiastically about the importance of community in a world which is forever fragmenting. The
mass also saw the rebirth of our staff and pupil choir
which added to the occasion. To finish in style we
broke some biscuits and had tea. So we would like to
thank everyone who was involved in what was described as an
‘emotional service’. We now look forward building on this great foundation
which we have laid over the past years, where our gifts bear fruits in both
our school and local communities. Misia Paul arranged all the music for
the service and received very complimentary feedback about how good it
sounded and also a big thank you to all the musicians involved.
SKILLFORCE DUKE OF
EDINBURGH TRIP
Eight S4 SkillForce pupils
went on their practice
Duke of Edinburgh expedition on the 24th & 25th
September. They had to
navigate their way
around the Tayport area
and Tentsmuir forest.
The weather was pleasant and everyone had a
amazing time. They will
be doing their final expedition on the 8th & 9th of October this year.
LIFT OFF
Congratulations to our 12 S5 girls who graduated in July having successfully completed "LIFT OFF 2 SUCCESS". The girls spent 4 nights in
student accommodation in St. Andrew's and visited a number of different
colleges and universities in
the area, attending lectures, workshops and participating in various taster
sessions. The girls all had a
great time and found it to
be a very worthwhile experience. We have 19 S5
pupils who are currently
doing "LIFT OFF Learning
Skills" every Friday afternoon. This is an academically demanding 6 week course which has SCQF level 6 accreditation. They have just completed their 4th week and have a presentation to prepare which is assessed as well as a campus visit in
November.

ROMANIAN SHOE BOX APPEAL 2014
It is that time of year when the nights are getting longer and comfort food
is what we want. X Factor and Strictly Come Dancing are going head to
head on a Saturday night to win your allegiance in the battle for prime
time television ratings. The format is much the same, the judges have a
familiar look about them, so are the stories about doing it for ‘ma nan’,
there are the usual tears, spats dramas and ultimately a winner.
Here in St Paul’s school life has eased back to a ‘normal’ routine since
the holidays, which seem so long ago. We are once more in the middle
of the Romanian Shoebox Appeal. Like the X Factor and Strictly it has a
familiar feel about it. It happens
once a year, we are looking for
shoeboxes, we are asking you to
be generous and dig deep to
make this appeal successful like
every other year. The difference
is that we can all be winners. We
can have a sense of making a real
difference to a child who lives in
dire poverty. However, with the
shoebox appeal the more we can
fill the more children will win.
This year’s campaign was
launched at assemblies by Caritas group, they took as a theme: building
relationships. They spoke to pupils and showed them whatever they
donated would symbolise them entering into a relationship with another
person. In the X Factor and Strictly we are asked to get emotionally and
financially involved with the contestants. At times, these beg us to pick
up the phone, as their lives depend on them succeeding. With the shoebox there will be no dramatic change in lifestyle, there will be no fame,
nor even a thank you. But you will have shown some child that you
cared even though you have not met them. You will have reached out
the hand in friendship to someone who really needs it.
The appeal runs to the end of October. So, if you can, please take part.
Pupils were shown the following quote “No matter how little you can give
it will make a huge impact on someone's life.”
We are not asking for laptops or tablets….. Pack your shoebox with gifts
such as:
Jotters, pencils, pens, pencil cases, crayons, rubbers, rulers, sharpeners, towels, flip flops, tennis balls, bouncy balls, yo-yos, soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, free McDonalds toy if it is still wrapped up – let your
imagination run wild!
DUNDEE BUSINESS & LANGUAGES FESTIVAL
26 September 2014
Sixteen students from S4 to S6 took part in this event hosted by the
University of Dundee. The main focus of the competition was grouping
teams of four pupils to develop ideas for a multi-lingual smart-phone app
to be made available to tourists in Dundee. The competition not only
helped to develop business and language skills, but also provided opportunities to develop team and interpersonal skills.
The students found this a valuable experience and thoroughly enjoyed
the morning of activities. The standard of entries from all teams was
praised by the judges. The eventual winners, 3 groups from Grove and
one team from Morgan, were presented with prizes by Hollywood star
and Dundonian Brian Cox.
MICHELIN FACTORY VISIT
On the 2nd of October a group of sixteen pupils from S4 to S6 were
accompanied by Mr Harrison
from the CDT department to visit
the Michelin tyre factory on the
outskirts of Dundee. The group
were given an introduction to the
manufacturing process followed
by a tour of the factory
including presentations
from employees in a variety
of different roles. Michelin
staff provided lots of information about the types of job available at the factory and the multitude of career pathways that could take you there.

