S2 SkillForce/Outward Bound Challenge
22 2nd year pupils, accompanied by Liam Neish (PSW) and Miss Smith
(Art) set off on the long journey to Loch Eil on Monday 27th Febraury. As
was the case last year, the weather was good whilst they were there and
this made the scenery even more stunning. In the course of the week,
every one of the young people, without exception, increased their confidence, bravely faced their fears, increased their resilience and learned so
much about themselves and their teammates. They young also developed
a greater understanding of relationships, trust, mind-sets and developed
their own leadership skills by participating in a wide range of activities including rock climbing, raft building, hill walking and canoeing.
The group continue to work with SkillForce after Loch Eil, culminating in
the ‘Take the Lead Tea Party’, which was attended by parents, family and
school staff. We look forward to seeing how this group continue to develop
their leadership skills over the coming months and years!

TAYPLAN – S3 pupils listening to ‘Tayplanners’ presentation to
launch the Youthcamp 2017.
7 of our young people will represent St Paul’s on June 13th where they will
have the opportunity to work with
other pupils from across Tayside,
architects, planners and lecturers
at Dundee University. Good luck
to Robbie Johnston, Chicca
Devine, Carri Wilde, Cailtin Milne,
Amy McGuire, Connie Turnbull
and Bobbi-Lee Croll
CHESS LEAGUE 2016/2017
We would like to congratulate Declan Shafi Championship’s in St Paul’s Chess League 2016/17 who won for
the forth time in a row. Well done Declan! The second
place goes to Karol Kolodziejski and the third place
Dominik Subocz. Well done to all those who participated in the competition.

S3 Leadership Challenge
We have nine young people who, along with 3 from Morgan Academy, will
be the first pupils from Dundee to undergo the ‘Leadership Challenge’. In
order to do this, pupils have a team-building day on 28th March, which
prepares them for an 8 day residential at Loch Eil during the Easter holidays. This will be more physically, mentally and emotionally challenging
than the S2 Challenge and we look for to hearing all about their adventures
PARENT COUNCIL
when they return after the Easter break.
Chairperson - Martin MacGregor
Secretary
- Claire Hosie
Nursing Simulation Days
Treasurer
- Fraser Christie
Eleven of our senior pupils took the opportunity to participate in Should you wish to raise anything with the Parent Council please contact
‘Challenging Communication Simulation Practice’ at Ninewells. All the the school or email: stpauls@dundeeparentcouncil.org
pupils are considering nursing as a career and it gave them the chance to Parent Council meetings are open to all parents and guardians/carers and
get a better understanding of some of the everyday challenges our nurses we would encourage you to come along and
face.
support the school and our children’s education.

AGM: 20September 2017 - 7 pm
GTG Apprentice Recruitment Day
Three of our young people travelled through to Edinburgh for this event
Meeting - 3 May 2017 - 7 pm
where they were given presentations on the various apprenticeships that
GTG offer, the opportunity to walk round the training facilities as well as the
CAREERS ADVISER THURSDAY LUNCH TIME DROP IN
chance to speak with their recruitment staff and companies that GTG reThe
school
career adviser is available for quick questions or help related to
cruit for.
careers and leaving school options for S4, 5 and 6 pupils.
Located in the Careers Office in the Library from 1:30pm - 2pm every
Dundee and Angus College: S3 Workshops
Thursday starting next session. No appointment required, just drop in.
Throughout the course of this term, our S3 pupils have been going to the Available on a first come, first served basis - 10 minutes max per pupil.
Kingsway Campus of the college to experience 4 different courses – Construction, Retail, Engineering and Hair & Beauty. All of our young people
have thoroughly enjoyed the practical sessions, trying their hand at some DIARY DATES
End Term 3
new skills and also discovering that anyone can do any job they want; Friday 31 March 2017
Monday 17 April 2017
Start Term 4
gender should not come into it!
Monday 1 May 2017
May Day Holiday

SPCS – St. Paul’s Cycle Services
We are very excited by the launch of our own Social Enterprise company
– St. Paul’s Cycle Services. This project is run jointly by S4 and S6 pupils, with the older ones taking care of the business side of things and the
S4 pupils – who have undergone training with ‘Spokes’ – being the mechanics. Now the days are getting longer and the weather is improving,
there has not been a better time to get your bikes serviced – at a very
reasonable cost! You can find us on Facebook and Twitter.

Tuesday 2 May 2017
Friday 26 May 2017
Monday 29 May 2017
Thursday 29 June 2017
Tuesday 15 August 2017
Friday 6 October 2017
Monday 23 October 2017
Friday 22 December 2017
Monday 8 January 2018

Start SQA Exams
InService Day 5
Victoria day Holiday
End of Term
Start Term 1
End Term 1
Start Term 2
End Term 2
Start Term 3

INSERVICE DAYS 2016- 2017
1.
Friday 26 May 2017
2.
Thursday 16 November 2017 Inservice Day 2
3.
Friday 17 November 2017 Inservice Day 3

We are looking for parents and carers who can help us to ‘Develop the
Young Workforce’ in St. Paul’s.
If you are prepared to share your experiences from the World of Work Please go to http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk/ where you will find the school
with pupils, help to give mock interviews or anything else you can think of, calendar, daily notices, news items, school handbooks etc.
we’d love to hear from you! Please contact Anna McFarlane on
01382 307701.
HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME

SCHOOL SKIRTS SHOULD BE KNEE

Any pupil taken out of school to go on holiday during term time will be marked as an
unauthorised absence. Providing a letter from your employer in advance of any holiday
stating that this holiday cannot be taken at any other time of year or is fixed to a certain
time of year is required to mark a holiday absence as authorised.
All absences require parent/carer to make a call to the school
with reason for absence on each morning of absence
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ONE COMMUNITY MANY GIFTS
Dear Parent/Carer
This latest edition of our newsletter will give you some idea of how busy we have been here at St. Paul’s since Christmas and how
busy and successful staff and pupils have been.
I am always delighted to share good news with you and thank you for taking the time to read how our young people have been developing their talents and gifts and sharing them with the school community. I hope you enjoy reading about their many achievements, there are so many this term and we are extremely proud of them all.
It has been such a busy term for us all, particularly the pupils in the Senior Phase as staff have been working with them to ensure
they have course work completed and are prepared for the SQA exams next term. I am sure you will appreciate all the effort that has
been put in to achieve this and I know that everyone is looking forward to the spring break.
We have also been busy fund raising this term for SCIAF and the pupils have come up with many fun ways of raising money for
others. We are also looking forward to our Community Mass and Daffodil Tea in the last week of term as this provides us further
opportunities to welcome our local and wider community into the school.
I would like to thank you all for your continued support in helping our young people achieve all they can. I hope all our young people get the opportunity to recharge their batteries over the holiday and return refreshed for the summer term. Hopefully the weather
will continue to improve in order that you enjoy some sunshine during the two week Spring Break.
Best wishes for a lovely break and Happy Easter.
Head Teacher
Mrs Little

DUNDEE SCHOOLS DANCE FESTIVAL 2017
On the 2nd March 2017 there was an outstanding performance by
a group of S3 to S6 pupils at the Dundee Schools Dance Festival
2017. The School had 3 entries in the competition, Contemporary,
Street and Highland for the Open Category. The pupils and staff
involved worked extremely hard in their own time to choreograph,
practice and perfect their dance pieces. St Paul’s hard work paid
off as we won Contemporary 2nd Place, Open 2nd Place and
Street 3rd Place.

SCIAF WEE Box
Competition
Thank you to the staff and pupils of St. Paul's who participated in the Wee Box Photo competition. Our school won this
week's national prize which
was a Fairtrade Hamper.

DRESS DESIGN COMPETITION
A huge congratulations to Ayden Bryson-Sword, Ellie Byrne
and Ummi Ibrahim who's dress design titled "Wear No Evil"
won the overall prize in the National Junk Kouture competition. Working together, they created a dress using only recycled materials such as an old geography map, old curtains
and coat hangers. They creatively transformed these found
objects to make a dress that comments on how the fashion
industry mistreats people and the environment.
The team were selected to take their dress to the SECC Clyde
Auditorium for the final fashion
show. Their piece was one of 80
designs from across Scotland
NETBALLL NEWS
selected to take part in the comSt Paul’s has a great petition. The final fashion show
group of girls who was judged by Louis Walsh, Una
come along every week for netball practice. Their commitment and Healy (from The Saturdays) and 2
attitude is to be commended.
other judges from the Fashion
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and recently won the final of
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the Plate tournament.
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dies who show that working together
for all her hard work. This is a
closely as a team can bring great refantastic achievement for the
wards and we are very proud of all of
pupils and for the school!

COMPUTING
CISCO LITTLE BIG AWARDS NATIONAL FINAL
A team of S2s - Oriana, Steven, Cain, Connor and Matthew were invited
to the national final of the Cisco Little Big Awards down at Cisco HQ in
London. The pupils had to
present their Internet of
Things idea to a panel of
judges and an audience of
their peers, followed by promoting their idea at a trade
stand. Our team came up
with idea of a piece of wearable tech. - 'The Broadcoat'
which among other things changes temperature according to weather
forecasts from the internet. The pupils also got the chance to take part in
a Microbit workshop and received a tour of the state of the art Cisco
building. If that wasn't enough, the team won the category for Creativity,
Design & Usability.
Tomorrowʼs Engineers EEP Robotics Challenge 2016-17
A group of 6 pupils working at
lunchtime – Chika, Luis, Nicholas, Finlay, Cole and Luke took
part in the National EEP Robotics Challenge a project that
involves teamwork, robots,
design, discovery, fun and
loads of LEGO. As part of the
challenge the team were invited
to Dundee and Angus College to compete with their robot and got to take
part in some very interesting technology themed activities.
HOME ECONOMICS DEPARTMENT

S3 Pizza Day
Well done S3 pupils Aimee Martin, Cari Wilde and Charly Reilly who
made their pizzas in the canteen on Wednesday 22nd March. Aimee
created the meat feast option on sale, Cari created the vegetarian option
and Charly produced a pepperoni-based calzone. The pizzas were enjoyed by staff and pupils at lunch
time and the girls thoroughly enjoyed their experience, well done
S2 ‘1 Star Chef Award’
Well done to S2 pupils who have
completed their ‘1 Star Chef Award’
paperwork and practical activity.
Pupils have designed and made
their own flavour of muffin to meet
the brief of ‘design and make a
batch of muffins that includes fresh, canned or dried fruit and/or
vegetables that could be sold at a school fair’. Pupils who have successfully met the success criteria for each stage of the award will be presented with their certificates at upcoming house assemblies in the new
school term. Well done S2!
S1 Chef of the Week
S1 pupils have been enjoying practical lessons in the department learning
new practical cookery skills. After each practical lesson, pupils have
developed an understanding on how to evaluate dishes against success
criteria and choose a member of the class to become ‘Chef of the Week’.
Well done S1 and good luck for upcoming lessons!

Hospitality Exams
Well done to S4-S6 pupils who have completed their National 4 Hospitality Added Value unit exam which consisted of
producing a 2 course meal for 2 people, Spaghetti Bolognese and a Strawberry and Cream
Roulade, in 1 hour and 30 minutes. The standard this year was exceptional! National 5 Hospitality pupils have now also completed their
final exam which was to produce a 3 course
meal for 4 people, a Mediterranean Tart as a
starter, Cottage Pie for the main course and
Orange Pavlovas with a Berry Puree for dessert
within 2 hours 30 minutes. Pupils performed well and results will be
released on their SQA certificates in August, good luck everyone!
SCDI YOUNG ENGINEERS SHOWCASE
Five of our pupils; Matthew, Finlay, Chika, Oriana and Kerry were invited down to the Dundee Science Centre to showcase some of the extracurricular science
and engineering
based projects they
have worked on.
The projects included a radio controlled
robot which was built
from scratch last
year by 4 of our S6s
(Chris, Bartosz,
Kerry and Ben) under the expert guidance of Mr Low and Mr Gill our
technicians, and a 3D printed water pump designed by two of our S2s
(Daynah and Matthew), our Cisco Little Big Awards entry and the
Tomorrowʼs Engineers EEP Robotics Challenge robots. The pupils were
a credit to the school and had a chance to explore the Dundee Science
Centre exhibits and take part in various STEM based challenges. Find
out more at http://
www.yecscotland.co.uk/index.html
BIOLOGY NEWS
We celebrated British Science
week 10th - 19th March here in the
Biology Department.
The big question was 'Should we
send a human mission to Mars?'
After much research, discussion
and debate our first year pupils in
1.4 decided that we should NOT send missions to Mars. However with a
healthy ‘Growth Mind Set’ there was the added ..... YET! Some pupils
did suggest that they might change their mind depending on who was to
be chosen for the Mars flights!!! Brothers, sisters and some of our famous politicians beware!!!!!
1.9 have been busy planting seeds for our garden. We are now waiting
patiently for sunflower, broad bean, pea, mustard, cress and radish to
bloom. Mr and Mrs Grasshead are starting to grow hair!!!!!
Some of our Biologists have been exploring the working of the human
body - heart, lung and kidney and chicken wing dissections have
brought the body ‘alive’ and the visit of staff from Glasgow Science Centre let them have a ‘Bodyworks tour’
National Biology pupils have the
beans planted, the seed potatoes are
chitting to be ready for outdoor planting and the Gladioli bulbs grow, with
the hope of blooms in September. Spring has sprung!
Seniors have been
busy preparing for the National
exams. Miss Maclean and Mrs Gorrie wish them well with completing the course and success in sitting the exam in May. Make
good use of the Easter break to study!

CDT DEPARTMENT
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High School Musical
Rehearsals have begun for St. Paul’s production of High School Musical!
There is still time to join up and auditions will take place after the Easter
holidays. The show itself will take place on the 3rd, 4th, 5th October in the
school hall and rehearsals
are on Monday lunchtimes
and Thursday’s after
school.

DSMT
Tickets for this year's 'Dundee Schools' Music Theatre' shows (Sister Act, The Wiz and Tommy) will shortly be available
through Dundee City Box Office
(www.dundeebox.co.uk). A number
of St Paul's pupils are involved in
these productions, which are not to
be missed!

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
Poetry Competition
This year the English department introduced a Poetry Recitation Competition, which was aimed at S1. This coincided with Burns’ Day celebrations
and involved pupils choosing a poem written in Scottish language, learning the poem and reciting it before carefully selected judges and other
pupils. This proved to be a huge success with all pupils taking part in the
first round in classes with finalists being selected by class members. The
winner was Chloe Lyons, who recited Scots Wha Hae. Chloe will receive a
trophy and a certificate at the Celebration of Success in June.
Burgess Competition
Every year, S3 pupils have the opportunity to enter the Burgess Writing
Competition. The city’s annual Burgess Short Story Competition aims to
identify talented teenage short story authors. This year, Callie Hay was
awarded third place, which is a fantastic achievement. Callie, along with
the other finalists, attended a ceremony in the City Chambers on 9th
March to receive her prize. The theme was superheroes and, as always,
the setting had to be Dundee. The title of Callie’s story was ‘Not all Superheroes Wear Capes’.
DEVELOPING THE YOUNG WORKFORCE
The Scottish Government have set a target to reduce youth unemployment by 40% by 2021 and have written a 7 year Employment Strategy
called, “Developing the Young Workforce”. This makes a number of
recommendations, including building young people’s employability skills,
providing young people with opportunities to undertake learning which
connects more directly to employment and changing perceptions of the
value of work related learning and qualifications. Follow us on Twitter
@DYW Dundee.
Employer Engagement
Mock Interviews
Our thanks go to staff from DWP and Caledonia Housing Association
who came into school to give mock interviews to an S5/6 Employability
class. Occasions like these take many pupils out of their ‘comfort zone’
but are so beneficial in preparing them for the work place.
Pacson Valves
This company is a world leading developer of onshore and offshore
valve applications and is now in partnership with St. Paul’s. The company has supported various events in school last year and will be working
with senior pupils who are interested in an apprenticeship.
If you have or are studying 4 National 5’s, one of which must be Maths,
and would like to find out more about a Modern Apprenticeship with Pacson Valves, please speak to Ms McFarlane in the first instance.
Tesco
Training staff from Tesco were delivering workshops to S2 PSE classes
on ‘Overcoming Challenges’ and also worked with S4 classes on
‘Preparing for Competency-based Interviews’. We really appreciate the
time the trainers give to St. Paul’s.
Other DYW Events
Better Places, Better Health
14 of our S2 pupils participated in a ‘live’ project with Town Planners and
Medical students from the University of Dundee.
With support from the students, our pupils investigated and delivered
their ideas via presentation on the following current issue – “How do we
attract and include everyone to experience the aspects of the city that
are emerging, and consider a holistic approach to environmental health
and wellbeing?”
On February 15th, pupils presented their findings and ideas to an
Executive Team, that consisted of the Director of the Waterfront
project and senior University/Education project leads. Although
St. Paul’s did not ‘win’ on this occasion, they did very well and
have learnt many transferable skills by taking part.
Continued over …….

