COMPUTING VISIT TO THE IET CHRISTMAS LECTURE
AT GARDYNE ROAD CAMPUS
A group of S2s Luke, Daniel,
Dayna, Abby and Michael attended The Institution of Engineering and Technology Christmas lectures on 4th December.
The lecture focussed on the
Internet of Everything and pupils got to see a Drone in action,
Internet-enabled lighting, Remote-controlled robots, talking dolls and interactive kettles, to name but a
few.
Well done to Daniel who volunteered to control an automated vacuum
cleaner and won a Raspberry Pi for his efforts. To find out more about
Engineering and Technology visit - http://www.theiet.org
SAFE DRIVE STAY ALIVE
On Tuesday 17 November all of our S5 cohort, accompanied by the guidance Team attended “Safe Drive, Stay Alive” at the Caird Hall. This is an
event which is aimed at 16 year olds as young drivers and their passengers remain a vulnerable group when it comes to crashes, injuries and
fatalities across Scotland. Between April 2010 and March 2011, 18 people were killed and 200 injured on Tayside roads. Many of them included
young people in the 17 to 25 age group. “Safe Drive, Stay Alive” aims to
make young people more aware of the factors which make them more at
risk, including inexperience, lack of awareness, distraction, peer pressure
and over confidence.
A VERY GOOD DEED FOR CHRISTMAS
Some of our senior pupils will be delivering coffee pods to Ward 34
Ninewells before Christmas! Myself, Head girl Evie and Chloé S6 will be
visiting the ward next week. Money raised from the Macmillan coffee
morning is providing in-patients with a choice of coffee (or tea!) All this is
as a result of Mrs McKeag spending some considerable time in the ward 3
years ago. We are hoping it will help to put a smile on the faces of patients, visitors and their families at what can be a very difficult time. What
a lovely gesture this Christmas Season.
CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
A warm thank you to everyone who donated to the Christmas Hampers for
the elderly. We actually had an abundance of products and were able to
make more hampers than we originally anticipated - which was excellent! Again, huge thanks as these hampers will really make the difference
to someone's Christmas.
DIARY DATES
Wednesday 23 December 2015
Thursday 7 January 2016
Friday 25 March 2016 (Holiday)
Friday 1 April 2016
Monday 18 April 2016
Friday 1 July 2016
Tuesday 16 August 2016
Friday 7 October 2016

-

End of Term 2
Start Term 3
Good Friday
End Term 3
Start of Term 4
End Term 4
Start Term 1
End Term 1

INSERVICE DAYS 2015 - 2016
No.4 : Thursday 11 February 2016
No.5 : Friday 27 May 2016
SPRING 2016 MID TERM BREAK
Friday 12 & Monday 15 February 2016
OTHER HOLIDAYS
Good Friday - Friday 25 March 2016
May Day
- Monday 2 May 2016
Victoria Day - Monday 30 May 2016
Please go to http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk/ where you will find the school
calendar, daily notices, news items, school handbooks, sports clubs & study clubs
etc.

PARENT COUNCIL

Chairperson - Martin MacGregor
Secretary
- Claire Hosie
Treasurer
- Fraser Christie
Should you wish to raise anything with the Parent Council please contact
the school or email: stpauls@dundeeparentcouncil.org
Parent Council meetings are open to all parents and guardians/carers and
we would encourage you to come along and support the school and our
children’s education.

ST. PAUL’S RC ACADEMY
GILLBURN ROAD
Parental Newsletter No. 29 – Christmas 2015
Website Address: http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk/

ONE COMMUNITY MANY GIFTS

24 February 2016—7 pm
25 May 2016—7 pm
AGM: 21 September 2016—7 pm

ST. PAUL’S CHESS LEAGUE 2015/16

St Paul’s Chess League is half way through. At this point Declan Shafi is
leading the League with 14 points, I would like to add that Declan Shafi
was representing Scotland U16 in FIDE World Youth & Cadets Chess
Championships in Porto Carras, Halkidiki Greece (24 October – 6 November 2015). Declan also took part in the recent Liverpool Quadrangular
Junior International December, 2015 - representing Scotland U16. This
year’s event was also a successful one for all of the teams from Scotland,
Wales and England. The Under 16’s take pride of place winning their section without losing a game, giving team captain and top board Declan Shafi
top prize. The Scotland squad was the most successful of the four squads
taking part.
The second place in St Paul’s League, at this stage, is Joshua Cairns with
11 points and third place in the League is Karol Kolodziejski with 10 points.
I would like to thank Declan Shafi’s parents for taking part in funding new
chess sets and a chess clock that we can use in our tournaments.
Mr J Pogorzelski

ST. COLUMBA’S CHANGE FOR CHANGE HOUSE CHALLENGE

A very big thank you to all pupils, parents and staff for their generous contributions to the St Columba’s Change for Change House Challenge. So
far almost £500 has been collected, all from loose change, what an
achievement. Currently St Margaret’s House is in the lead with £179.65
with St Columba’s House coming a close second having raised £160.32.
Well done to the senior pupils from all houses who have been collecting,
organising and counting the change.
The money raised will be split between our own school fund and SCIAF to
provide toilets for developing countries.
P7 OPEN EVENING
We were delighted with the turn out of Primary 7 parents to our Open
Evening in November. The evening began with a short presentation by
Miss Sharkey and Mrs Harte-Carroll on the things which make us proud of
St. Paul’s— our pupils’ attainment, our pupils’ opportunities and the ways
in which they contribute to firstly our local community and also as global
citizens and the ways in which our Pupil Council contribute to St. Paul’s.
Details of school uniform can be found on school website
http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk
Punctuality
The school day starts with registration at 8.50 am. All pupils must attend Registration. Please ensure your son/daughter is on time in the morning and also
for afternoon classes which begin at 1.35 pm.

SCHOOL SKIRTS SHOULD BE KNEE

LENGTH

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME

Any pupil taken out of school to go on holiday during term time will be marked
as an unauthorised absence. Providing a letter from your employer in advance
of any holiday stating that this holiday cannot be taken at any other time of
year or is fixed to a certain time of year is required to mark a holiday absence
as authorised.

All absences require parent/carer to make a call to the school

Dear Parent and Carers,
I hope that you enjoy reading this Christmas edition of our newsletter. As usual our newsletter includes news of
the wider life of St Paul’s this term. We are very proud of our achievements, fundraising and other involvement
with our community. Our pupils have been successful in competitions and sport and been involved in a wide
range of activities including Science, IT, Media, Home Economics, Business, Art, Music and the world of work.
Once again I would like you to thank you for supporting our school term including , our Parent Council Christmas
Fayre, our excellent Christmas Concert showcasing the musical talents of our young people and our Change 4
Change and hamper appeals.
I hope that you and your family will have a joyful and peaceful Christmas. I hope too that our senior pupils find
some time to continue study for their prelim exams which commence on 25 January 2016 and that everyone gets
the opportunity to enjoy and relax during the busy festive season.
Happy Christmas and God Bless

John L. Carroll
Head Teacher

The GR Donald Fund
DUNDEE & ANGUS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Dundee Secondary Schools
Enterprise Challenge 2015
This annual competition was launched for the first time this year.
Dundee & Angus Chamber of Commerce worked closely with Dundee City Council and Dundee Business School to create this enterprise competition for pupils in S4 to S6.
A team of 4 from St Paul’s competed against 9 other Dundee Secondary schools including the Independent Sector in the shape of
The High School of Dundee. The teams worked with their teacher
and a business mentor to create an event that would promote Professional Services as a career option.
After a fierce competition and meeting a very tight deadline the
pupils had to present their ideas to a judging panel.
We are delighted to say that the St Paul’s pupils were a credit to
the school and won the competition! The judges felt that their
idea “Think Big” was presented with great enthusiasm and stood
out from the other entrants.
Congratulations to the winning team of
Meghan Divers, Evie McMahon, Katy Hutton and Carly Abbot.

THE COCA-COLA REAL BUSINESS
CHALLENGE 2015
The Real Business Challenge is a national competition set by CocaCola Enterprises for students who are in S3. It is work-related learning
at its most engaging and provides an opportunity for a whole year
group to develop enterprise skills that will give them a competitive edge
in today's job market.
In this year’s challenge pupils
had to form a company and
develop a new sustainable
healthy juice brand.
This year’s event was run in
S3 ICT Business & Administration classes. There were
6 entries made from teams of
6-8 members. All pupils who
took part received a certificate
and there will be a trophy presented to the winning team at the Celebration of Success.
After a close contest the judging panel announced the winners as
JuiceC. This team’s entry will represent the school in the national competition. The winning team members were
Megan Grant, Julie Dailly, Kaitlyn Jackson, Eve Ritchie, Brian Smith
and Jade Small.

What a brilliant display of talent at our Christmas Concert

Well done everyone

STARTUP SCIENCE MASTERCLASSES
Congratulations to the following first year pupils who have successfully
completed 4 Saturday sessions at the
University of Dundee.
The workshops included ‘Be a Hogwarts
Wizard’, ‘The Genome Detectives’,‘Your
Sensational Skin’, ‘Whodunnit? The Case
of the Sweet-toothed Burglar’
Daynah Anderson,Thalia Ashby
Matthew Duncan, Abby Gray, Ashleigh
Hanna, Andrew Taylor, Nathan White
These sessions gave them the opportunity to broaden their knowledge
and experience by taking part in hands-on practical activities led by a
team of experts. They have had a fantastic experience and were a credit
to themselves and to the school.

GIRLS’ NETBALL
St Paul’s has a great group of girls who come along every week for netball practice. Their commitment and attitude is to be commended as they
have been without a coach and have still kept coming along and working
really hard as a team.
They have played fantastically in
their league games. Roll on 2016
and the third round!

S5 INVESTMENT
CHALLENGE 2015
This competition, organised by
Global Investor, and sponsored by BNP Paribas involved pupils using a
simulation to buy and sell shares as part of a 2-person team. Ten teams
took part in the competition which simulated 2 days of trading on the
Stock Market. After a close competition
the winners were announced as Ayden
Bryson-Sword and Lauren Mitchell. Well
done to Ayden and Lauren whose nevergive-up attitude won the day – they were
actually in last place after the first day’s
trading!! Perhaps a lesson for us all!!

FILMING AT ST. ANDREW’S RC PRIMARY

Once again Jade Higgins and Jade Small from S3 helped our feeder
primary St Andrews by filming the P1 and Nursery Nativity shows. The
girls did a fantastic job of capturing the moment for teachers, children and
family to enjoy watching again later.
THE V&A MUSEUM OF DESIGN
DUNDEE SCHOOLS DESIGN CHALLENGE
S1 pupils across Dundee and Angus were invited to take part in the ‘The
V&A Schools Design Challenge’. The project encouraged pupils to think
about how they could improve their school life through innovative design.
Congratulations to the following winning pupils, Jessica Butchart, Connor
Hepburn, Abbie O’Neill, Aniela Reszczynski, whose idea was chosen and
shortlisted as one of the top ten design concepts. The idea involved designing robots which could be placed in school, to offer advice and help
overcome bullying issues.
‘We really enjoyed working as a group to come up with our robot idea that
would benefit the school!’ Connor Hepburn (S1 pupil)
‘We were excited to find
out that our idea had
been shortlisted and
we are looking forward to taking part
in the next stage of
the competition’
Jessica Butchart (S1
pupil)

U15 AND U18 GIRL’S
FOOTBALL TEAM
A great start to the new season
for both girl's teams as they are
sitting top of the Dundee
Schools Leagues. The girls are
pictured in the new St. Paul's
strips.
Update: Girls U18 Football
Congratulations to the U18 girls
football team who beat Kincorth
Academy 5-1 in their Scottish Cup
game. An excellent team performance played in great spirit on a
very muddy pitch! You should be
very proud of your efforts.
The senior boys team started off
t h e
season with an excellent victory against Harris Academy and narrowly lost their recent
Scottish Cup match in a very difficult game
against Auchmuty High. The boys
continue with their campaign to win the Dundee Schools league with upcoming fixtures
against Morgan Academy and Monifieth
High. The boys are pictured in the new St.
Paul's strips.
The new trampolines have finally arrived and
the trampoline club has been greatly attended with pupils from all years enjoying and progressing their skills.

MEDIA TRIP
Mrs Murray’s and Miss Cowan’s National 4 and 5 Media classes took
part in the annual ‘INTO Film’ Film Festival in November. The classes
were invited to the Odeon to view a special screening of British comedy
“Bill” as part of their
studies. This was an
excellent opportunity
for the pupils to see a
film they might not
normally choose to
see and a great time
was had by all. We
look forward to attending the festival again
next year.

S5/6 DUNDEE AND ANGUS COLLEGE
BAKING COMPETITION

On Friday 20th November, Kirsty Thomson (S5) and Matthew Greene
(S6) both represented St Paul’s RC Academy at this year’s annual S5/6
baking competition at Dundee and Angus College. S5/6 pupils from
Dundee, Angus, East Fife and Perth and Kinross can enter the competition. This year’s recipe was a strawberry flan. Congratulations goes to
Kirsty Thomson who won overall first place and to Matthew Green who
got joint third. Kirsty will receive £50 and the David Goodfellow Memorial trophy and Matthew will receive £10. The judges said they were both
a credit to St Paul’s and performed to a very high standard. Well done
Kirsty and Matthew!

DEVELOPING THE YOUNG WORKFORCE
The Scottish Government have set a target to reduce youth unemployment
by 40% by 2021 and have written a 7 year Employment Strategy called,
“Developing the Young Workforce”. This makes a number of recommendations, including building young people’s employability skills, providing young
people with opportunities to undertake learning which connects more directly to employment and changing perceptions of the value of work related
learning and qualifications. Follow us on Twitter @DYW Dundee.
Here are some of the things which have been happening in St. Paul’s since
we returned from the October holidays!
Future Starts
Four of our senior pupils travelled to Forfar to visit the construction site at
Forfar Academy. This taster session went really well
and the same pupils were invited to Grangemouth for
a Construction Day. Here is the feedback we received from the organiser:
“We had an excellent visit today to International
Timber and Jewsons in Grangemouth, and the
boys were a credit to themselves. The director of
their parent company, St. Gobain, was really impressed with their attitude and enthusiasm
throughout the visit, I was also particularly impressed with them for making the effort to get up
so early for the visit.”
As a result of this, 2 of the
young men are doing a 4 day work experience
placement at Jewson Timber Merchants in Dundee.
Other ‘Taster Days’ this term include all aspects of
hotel work at the Premier Inn and a Hair and Beauty session at Dundee and Angus College.
Learning Through Work Week
All of our S3 classes received presentations about
Modern Apprenticeships – a scheme where you
can learn while you work – and earn money at the
same time. In Scotland today, there are over 80
types of Modern Apprenticeships across many sectors including Creative
Industries, Hospitality & Tourism as well as Financial and Business Services. By combining working and learning, young people can gain the
skills, experience and qualifications employers are looking for! It was great
to see one of our former pupils, Jenna Scrimgeour, who left to do a Modern
Apprenticeship back in school and sharing her
experience with younger pupils.
Watch out for Foundation Apprenticeships which
allow pupils to get valuable work experience with a
local employer and work towards an industry recognised qualification as well as other S4, 5 or 6
school subjects.
Finance Workshops
A number of our S3 – S5 pupils participated in
Finance Workshops – a Business in Enterprise
event which helps prepare our young people for
the world of Personal Finance.
CITB Presentations
We welcomed Mel Shepherd to St. Paul’s a few weeks ago as he gave
informative presentations to pupils from CDT and Art and Design about
Design & Management Careers as well and Craft and Operative Careers.
Lots of options and opportunities!
Science and Engineering Event
10 of our S3 pupils represented St. Paul’s at this which took place in
Dundee and Angus College, Kingsway Campus. All the participating
pupils were a credit to the school and enjoyed various seminars from
‘Wind Turbines’ to ‘Robot Rescue’ – a fun way to enjoy STEM subjects!

Home Economics & Dundee
and Angus College
Hospitality is the biggest industry in the U.K. and
with the fast approaching completion of the Waterfront Project and the V&A Museum, there will be
high demand for Hospitality jobs within Dundee
and it is imperative that we do our best to prepare
our young people for the best chance of employment to make the most of the local opportunities.
We have been allocated a Chef lecturer (Rosie)
and every Wednesday morning since midNovember, various classes in Home Economics
have been visiting Dundee and Angus College
where they have a tour of the Hospitality facilities
and kitchens followed by a demonstration of knife
skills. Pupils are also told by Rosie, who has many years of industry experience, about the expectations and standards within the Hospitality Industry
and the importance and need for hygiene and safety. This partnership
continues next term when the Cake Decorating class will be shown some
icing and sugar paste skills as well as other decorating techniques.
Employer Engagement Afternoon
During one of the November In-Set days, we welcomed 12 different businesses/recruitment agencies and initiatives to St. Paul’s for the afternoon.
Teaching staff had to do the listening for once as employers, including D.C.
Thomson, Apex Hotel and Pacson valves delivered workshops on the skills
and qualities they are looking for in young people, the recruitment process
and local labour market opportunities. We are very grateful to the employers for giving of their valuable time and hope to build on these partnerships
in the months and years to come.
My World of Work Ambassadors
20 of our S5/6 pupils have volunteered and undergone training to be
‘MyWoW Ambassadors’. Their role is to promote the Skills Development
Scotland’s interactive website to staff, parents/carers and younger pupils.
You’ll be seeing much more of them around the school and they’re easily
recognised at events by their green T-shirts!
S2 SkillForce/Outward Bound Project
By the Christmas holidays, a group of 24 S2 pupils will have been working
with SkillForce for 4 weeks, gradually building their confidence as well as
their team building skills in preparation for a 5 day residential trip to Loch
Eil, near Fort William. It’s going to be cold but there are lots of exciting adventures planned!
We are looking for parents and carers who can help us to ‘Develop the
Young Workforce’ in St. Paul’s.
If you are prepared to share your experiences from the World of Work with
pupils, help to give mock interviews or anything else you can think of, we’d
love to hear from you! Please contact Anna McFarlane on 01382 307701.
My World of Work and Subject choices
Helping you choose.
Subject choices. It’s not an easy decision. But don’t worry My World of
Work, Scotland’s online careers information and advice service can help:
For a guide to everything you need to consider, check out Help! What subjects should I choose?
Find out how other pupils are making their decisions.
Check out how using your strengths at school can make the day fly by.
You’re remarkable, but do you realise it? explains why it’s important to know
your strengths.
In Careers A-Z, you’ll find tons of job profiles which tell you all you need to
know about different careers.
Visit myworldofwork.co.uk/subjectchoices for more information.
The school careers coach, Lorraine McDoanld, is available in school
every Thursday from 1.10pm in the library, beside the computers on
a drop-in basis. You can also request an appointment through your
Guidance teacher.
The careers coach also attends school parents’ evenings where they
are on hand to provide advice and guidance if required.

