UNIVERSITY OF DUNDEE WINTER LECTURE
Senior pupils studying Higher Geography attended this event, hosted by the
School of the Environment. Pupils had
the opportunity to learn from specialists
in the field of town planning, environmental awareness and visualising the
future of Dundee for its citizens and
visitors. This was a hand-on experience
involving the use of ICT, 3D modelling,
aerial photography and decision-making skills. Well done to all those involved.
ANNUAL ‘ONSIE’ WALK
Our annual ‘Onsie’ walk across the Tay
Road Bridge took place in November and as
always was a great deal of fun. The funds
raised went to help the drought efforts in our
affiliated village of Mangamanuthu.

Tuesday 23 December 2014
Wednesday 7 January 2015
Tuesday 13 January 2015
Monday 26 January 2015
Friday 6 February 2015
Wednesday 11 February 2015
Thursday 2 April 2015
Monday 20 April 2015
Friday 3 July 2015

-

Saturday 6th December 10am—12 noon (PC Christmas Fayre)
Wednesday 25th February 2015 (PC Meeting)
Wednesday 20th May 2015 (PC Meeting)

THE BLAKE MCMILLAN TRUST
A big thank you to staff, pupils and parents who bought candles in aid of
the Blake McMillan Trust. We made £475 between school orders and
sales at our Christmas Fayre, a fantastic amount! And a big thank you to
our S4 pupils, Chloe Anderson, Laura Scrimgeour and Brogan Timmons
for running our stall at the fayre, you were a credit to the school.

HAMPERS FOR THE ELDERLY
Our pupils and staff have donated generously and are ready to deliver our
homemade hampers for the elderly. This will benefit our local housebound
parishioners.

DIARY DATES

PARENT COUNCIL DATES
Chairperson - Richard White
Secretary
- Mandy McKenzie
Treasurer
- Natalie McKaig
Should you wish to raise anything with the Parent Council please contact
the school or email: stpauls@dundeeparentcouncil.org
Parent Council meetings are open to all parents and guardians/carers and
we would encourage you to come along and support the school and our
children’s education.

End of term 2
Start of term 3
S2 Parents Evening
Prelims start
Prelims end
S3 Parents Evening
End of term 3
Start of term 4
End of term 4

INSERVICE DAYS 2014—2015
1. Monday 18 August 2014
2. Tuesday 19 August 2014
3. Thursday 13 November 2014
4. Friday 14 November 2014
5. Thursday 12 February 2015
6. Monday 5 May 2015
SPRING 2015 MID TERM
Friday 13 February 2015 and Monday 16 February 2015
OTHER HOLIDAYS
Good Friday - Friday 3 April 2015
May Day
- Monday 4 May 2015
Victoria Day - Monday 25 May 2015
Please go to http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk/ where you will find the
school calendar, daily notices, news items, school handbooks, sports
clubs etc.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION KIT
As of August 2014 St. Paul’s RC Academy is using a new PE kit for
all years, boys and girls. The kit is available from the school wear
shop at the same price but it will be dri-fit material and the colours
are be the same for boys and girls, black shorts, t-shirt with green
and white piping.

POPPY APPEAL
Our annual poppy appeal took place in St. Paul’s as usual in November
and our pupils were keen to show their support by wearing a poppy. Students had been learning lots and attending assemblies about the 100th
anniversary of World War 1.
FOOD BANK
Pupils at St. Paul’s have identified the local food bank as a cause they
would like to support. There has been an excellent response and we
have already made several drop-offs to the food bank.
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY BAG - ENGLISH DEPT.
Mrs Brown’s Fourth Year English classes have been doing their bit from
the environment this term – and helping to raise money for the school’s
chosen charities too! Pupils were debating in class whether the new
carrier bag charge was fair. After finding out about the adverse effects
plastic waste has on the environment, the class decided that we could
design our own reusable bag and spread the message that going green
is good!
We have used group discussion to decide upon a
design for our bag; formulated a business plan for the
Principal Teacher to secure funding; contacted various businesses to get the best price; and marketed
our project around the school. We are hoping to be
selling our bags at upcoming events to raise as much
money as we can for Mangamanuthu and SCIAF. If
you are interested in supporting our project, our 100%
cotton bags can be bought from the English Department for £2 each (or 2 for £3).

Details of school uniform can be found on school website

SCHOOL SKIRTS SHOULD BE KNEE

LENGTH

http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk
Punctuality
The school day starts with registration at 8.50 am. All pupils must
attend Registration. Please ensure your son/daughter is on time in
the morning and also for afternoon classes which begin at 1.35 pm.

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME

Any pupil taken out of school to go on holiday during term time will be
marked as an unauthorised absence. Providing a letter from your employer in
advance of any holiday stating that this holiday cannot be taken at any other
time of year or is fixed to a certain time of year is required to mark a holiday
absence as authorised.

All absences require parent/carer to make a call to the school
with reason for absence on each morning of absence

During the coming
Christmas season
May you be
blessed
With the spirit of
the season,
which is peace,
The gladness of
the season,
which is hope,
And the heart of
the season,
which is love.

ST. PAUL’S RC ACADEMY
GILLBURN ROAD
Parental Newsletter No. 26 - Christmas 2014
Website Address: http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk/

ONE COMMUNITY MANY GIFTS
Dear Parent/Carer
Thank you for taking the time to read the last edition this year of our newsletter highlighting the achievements of
our young people and the opportunities they have taken to extend their learning this term. It is a huge credit to our
staff, young people and the community that we can sustain such rich and varied opportunities.

When we return from the school holiday in January we will be monitoring and putting a particular emphasis on
punctuality. I would hope that you would reinforce with your children the need to be on time for school and during
the day be on time for every class. You may also wish to take this opportunity to remind your children of our
school rules and the need to follow these both in school and out of school, for example, when travelling to or from
school by bus. Our rules are:




Follow all staff instructions immediately
Be on time and bring everything you need to class to be a successful learner
Respect our school building and environment
Treat others with respect (no swearing, verbal abuse or physical contact)

In addition to the news items I would also like to take the opportunity to thank our community for supporting the
Parent Council Christmas Fayre. This and a number of other activities have helped us raise much needed money
for our School Fund. This fund supports trips and other activities and on occasion vulnerable pupils in need. During this season of advent, in preparation for Christmas, our Caritas group conducted an excellent Christmas Service, we had a hilarious Panto and an excellent Christmas Concert. We have also raised money for charities and
distributed our traditional Christmas hampers.
As you will see it has been a very busy term and we are all ready for a well-earned rest. I wish you and your family
a very merry Christmas and a good New Year when it comes.
John L Carroll
Head Teacher
P7 OPEN EVENING
We were delighted with the turn out of Primary 7 parents to our
Open Evening in November. The evening began with a short
presentation by Miss Sharkey and Mrs Harte-Carroll on the
things which make us proud of St. Paul’s— our pupils’ attainment, our pupils’ opportunities and the ways in which they contribute to firstly our local community and also as global citizens
and the ways in which our Pupil Council contribute to St. Paul’s.
We were also delighted to welcome back our Head Boy and
Head Girl from last session, Callum White and Jodie Donegan
who both now attend local universities. They gave a short talk
on the opportunities provided to them by St. Paul’s Academy.
Mrs Ansquer gave a presentation on the way in which pupil
support is organised and offered to our new pupils.
Parents were then able to have a look around St. Paul’s by visiting departments. Many departments had come in for the evening so that parents could mirror their child’s experience once
they come to St. Paul’s. Parents were invited to make pizzas in
Home Economics, play ukeleles in Music and take part in lessons in many subject areas.
We had a very enjoyable evening as we were able to showcase
the excellent work which goes on each day in St. Paul’s
Academy.

VISIT OF P7 PUPILS TO ST. PAUL’S
St. Paul’s welcomed our Primary 7 visitors who will be transferring
to St. Paul’s in August 2015 to the first afternoon of their ‘Island
Adventure’.
The pupils were working in either Business Studies, Geography or
Craft & Design Departments. In each area pupils produced items
related to our curricular theme of ‘Islands’. In Craft Design &
Technology they made boats, in Geography they produced maps
of the Island and in Business Studies they sent postcards from the
Island. Parents were able to see their child’s work during the P7
Open Evening the following week.
As well as the curricular work, it is important that they pupils begin
to feel confident about joining St. Paul’s and that they are given
the opportunity to meet their fellow pupils from our six associated
primaries.
The reviews that the pupils completed about their afternoon were
very positive. 95% of the pupils thought that their visit to St. Paul’s
was excellent or very good. 75% of the pupils now felt more confident about joining St. Paul’s next year. The comments that the
P7 ‘s wrote down were very encouraging:“It was amazing, I wanted to stay for the whole day”.
“I thought that the visit was perfect”
We look forward to welcoming our Primary 7’s to ‘Island Adventure Session 2’ at the end of January 2015 and also hosting our
Primary 7 Conference on February 17th 2015.

DR RACHEL MENZIES VISITS
ST PAUL’S COMPUTING DEPARTMENT
St Paul’s Computing department was lucky to have a visit from Dr Rachel
Menzies, a lecturer at Dundee University
School of Computing on 28th November. Dr Menzies worked with the pupils
using our programmable Arduino boards.
Pupils got to try out wiring up and programming LEDS and some even got
round to programming their own tunes
through speakers that they wired up to the boards.
S3 COMPUTING TRIP
GET WITH THE PROGRAMME: MEET THE EXPERT
A group of our S3 Computing pupils visited the Science Centre on November 12th to take part in three workshops
aimed at showing pupils a selection of the
wide variety of opportunities available to them
in the field of Computing Science. Pupils
learned about Sound Engineering, Robotics
and Networking. The workshops were hosted
by Perth College, St Andrews University and
local technology firm Brightsolid. One of the highlights was a demonstration of the Nao robot performing some Tai Chi.
NATIONAL 5, HIGHER, ADVANCED HIGHER COMPUTING SCIENCE
VISIT to DUNDEE UNIVERSITY
Some of our National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher Computing Science
pupils visited the School of Computing to take part in a practical workshop - wiring and programming Arduino boards. The pupils also received
a talk at the new Life Sciences building about editing Wikipedia pages.
They also took part in a workshop using Arduino technology. Students
wired up and programmed a variety of projects including traffic lights,
speakers playing music and a joystick.
Our pupils behaved impeccably and were a credit to the school.
ETHICAL HACKING AT ST PAUL’S COMPUTING DEPARTMENT
On December 3rd we had a visit from Iain Smart a third year Ethical
Hacking student at Abertay and a member of the Ethical Hacking society
Hacksoc. Iain explained to
our S4 National 5 students
what Ethical Hacking is,
what the course involved
and what the career prospects were like for graduates from the course. Iain
also took the students
through some basic programming in a language called Python.
GameMaker STEM CHALLENGE SCOTLAND 2014
Well done to the two teams who competed in the national final yesterday
in which they had to pitch their game to a panel of software company
professionals. Laser Games (DJ Bradley, Evan Robertson, Jacob Christie, Josh Wyness and Declan
Shafi) came second place
and received £30 of Amazon
vouchers and £300 worth of
software each. Gangsta
Games (Cale Anderson,
Paul Jackson and Joshua
Cairns) came third and
received £20 of Amazon vouchers and £200 worth of software each. Both teams of S1
and S2 pupils performed brilliantly and held their own against teams
of mainly S4 pupils and had a great time in the YoYo games headquarters on the riverfront in Dundee. The two teams have worked
very hard to achieve this.

COMPUTING SCIENCE DIGITAL COMMONWEALTH / YOUNG
SCOT LEGACY EVENT
Three of our Digital Commonwealth team - Cari Wilde, Evan Robertson
and DJ Bradley were invited down to The Shore on November 25th to
share their experiences of this project. The
pupils got a chance to offer their ideas on
how to engage young people over the
themed events planned in Scotland over the
next four years starting with the Year of
Food and Drink in 2015 and culminating in
Scotland’s Year of Young People in 2018.
The pupils also received a Young Scot goody bag for taking part.
P6/7OPEN EVENING SCRATCH PROGRAMMING TASTER
Parents and pupils from our feeder primary schools took part in Scratch
programming workshops at the recent P6/7 open evening, ably assisted
by two S3 Computing pupils John McCafferty and Ali Ammani. Parents
and pupils alike did a great job of programming a character to move
around the screen.
MUSIC
This has been a busy term for pupils, staff and instructors in the Music
Department at St Paul's. Our staff and pupil choir has performed at
many events, most recently Tesco's Kingsway branch where we raised
£130 for school funds and the Mangamanuthu project. There was also a
very enjoyable programme of musical performances at our Christmas
Fayre on Saturday 6th December. We were also grateful to have been
invited to perform for patients at Roxburghe House and Royal Victoria
Hospital on Friday 19th December. The choir will be joined by instrumental pupils from St Paul's as well as dancers and magicians for our
Christmas Concert on Wednesday 17th December. Parents, carers,
friends and family are welcome to attend this free event which starts at
7pm and will be followed by coffee and mince pies.
Our S3 Music students were treated to a demonstration of blues piano
and guitar in November by professional musician Ross Kirk. This was
part of their 'Blues and Jazz' unit and was well received by all who attended.
Congratulations to Abbie Cassidy and Chris Brighty (both S4) who
shared their musical talents outwith St Paul's and were involved in the
National Youth Choir of Scotland's very successful Christmas Concert
on Sunday 7th December at the Caird Hall. Also spotted sharing his
musical abilities in Thomson-Leng's recent production of 'Aladdin' was
Robbie Lamond in S2. We think it's important to recognise achievement
outside school as well as in, so Robbie, Chris and Abbie should be commended for their musical contributions to the wider community.
St Paul's is well represented at Dundee Schools' Music Theatre this
session and this group are in to rehearsals for their 2015 productions of
'Beauty and the Beast', 'Guys and Dolls', 'Grease' and 'Jesus Christ
Superstar'. These shows are not to be missed and details about tickets
will be shared in due course.
ENTERPRISING MATHEMATICS IN SCOTLAND NATIONAL FINAL
On Tuesday 18th November Kennedy Thomson (S3), Victoria Spink
(S3), Andrew Duncan (S4) and Craig Duncan (S4) travelled down to the
Glasgow Science Centre to represent St. Paul’s at the Enterprising
Mathematics in Scotland National Final. The team secured their place
in the National competition back in June when they took first place at the
Enterprising Maths in Dundee competition. The Final itself was an intensive day, requiring meticulous concentration and unwavering motivation. The team rose to the challenge admirably, however. They
put their heads together and supported each other through four
strenuous rounds of mathematical puzzles and problems, including a tricky practical round and a very frantic relay round! Sixty
one schools from all over Scotland took part in the Final with St.
Paul’s taking twenty first place in the final scores. Very well done!

MODERN STUDIES SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT TRIP
Senior Modern Studies pupils visited the Scottish Parliament on 11
December 2014. This involved a
tour of the Parliament Building and
a chance to sit in on First Ministers
Question Time. Many thanks to
our Regional MSP Jenny Marra
and her assistant Roy O'Kane for
hosting this visit. A fantastic opportunity for all.

N

ETBALL St Paul’s has
a great group of S1 and
S3 girls who come along every
week for netball practice. Their
commitment and attitude is to be
commended as they have been
without a coach for most of the
year and still kept on coming along
and working really hard as a team.
Big thanks to Miss Coleman from the Geography department who
has came on board to coach the teams. We hope to do well in the new
year in the netball league.
ST. PAUL’S CHESS LEAGUE 2014/15
St Paul’s Chess League is half way through. At this point Declan Shafi is
leading the League with 11 points. I would like to add
that Declan Shafi is representing Scotland in World
Youth U-16 Chess Olympiad 2014, Gyor, Hungary, 12
- 22 DEC 2014 and we wish Declan GOOD LUCK!
The second place at this stage takes Dale Freedman
and third place in the League takes Christopher Anderson.

A BERTAY CHRISTMAS DEBATE

Higher Modern Studies pupils enjoyed the
annual Abertay University debate. The motion 'Equality is a barrier to growth' was defeated by 69% to 28%. The debate was attended by all Higher Modern Studies pupils
city wide and, as always, was a thought provoking experience.
BIOLOGY TRIP
National 4 biology pupils visited the Cairn O Mohr Winery in the Carse of
Gowrie to find out about the production of apple juice. The pupils have
been learning about the role of enzymes in the food industry and this was
an opportunity to see enzymes in action.
SHOE BOX APPEAL
Our pupils, staff and parents have been working very hard this term to get
together our annual contribution to the Romanian Shoebox Appeal. St.
Paul’s effort has always been noted as an excellent
contribution to the appeal and this year was no different.
The organiser, Margaret Leiper, had this to say: “We
would like to thank St. Paul’s for taking part in the appeal. We appreciate all the work of the pupils and
staff at your school and as a result of your hard
work our combined total this year was 2240 boxes”. The Vision Romania team will be back in the
new year to speak to RE classes and show them
how their efforts affect the lives of others less fortunate.

BUSINESS DYNAMICS ENGINEERING and AWARENESS
A select group of S3 pupils took part in the Business Dynamics Engineering and Awareness all day event at Dundee college on Friday 5th December. Pupils were involved in practical workshops throughout the day and
were also given talks about careers in the Renewable Energy and Engineering industries. All of the pupils involved thoroughly enjoyed the day
and went home with a goody bag.
Pupils were: Christopher McComiskie, Christopher Fox, Kevin Findlater,
John McCafferty and Scott Dyer
THE VISIT OF BROTHER CHINA and BROTHER RAJ
After a great deal of preparation and expectation, we finally greeted our
Brothers from India. They came over to a rather cold and ‘dreich’ Scotland. Their itinerary was a very full one and so many of our friends and
colleagues wanted to bring them into their homes that we ran out of time.
The Brothers visited St. Paul's Secondary School on their first full day.
Following an ancient Scottish tradition, they were led by the Queen's Piper
into Mangamanuthu Hall, to be greeted by the staff and pupils. The concert to welcome them had a Scottish theme. After a short break to meet
with Brother Provincial and the senior management, the Brothers were
shown round the school to visit the various departments. Later in the
week they had a longer session with the pupils and also visited the feeder
primary schools of both St. John's High School and St. Paul's Academy.
The following afternoon, they were taken to visit Bishop Robeson in
Lawside Convent. He spent the afternoon with them, inquiring about the
work of the Brothers in India and especially the work in the schools, Operation Rainbow (the AIDS
project) and the little village of Mangamanuthu
from which The India Village Project originated. In
the evening we had a
ceilidh to introduce the
Brothers to even more
Scottish culture.
Saturday was a rest day,
so a visit to some local
areas, such as Arbroath
and Broughty Ferry made a welcome change.
On the Sunday the Brothers had the opportunity to take part in the Armistice celebrations at the City Square and they also attended a ceremony
at Discovery Quay.
Monday saw the start of India Week in St. Paul's. This involved workshops
provided by the members of the local Bharatiya Ashram - Yoga, Bollywood
dancing, India crafts and an introduction to the history of cricket in India. It
also provided information on the connection between India and the Jute
mills of Dundee.
A mass of welcome and a buffet was held on Tuesday and was attended
by the friends and supporters of The India Village Project. This was a very
warm and emotional evening for all concerned. It also gave the Brothers
the opportunity to express their gratitude for the support given by The
India Village Project over the years.
The next evening the Brothers attended a Civic Reception in the City
Chambers. The Lord Provost presented them with a little gift and gave
them a very warm welcome. There was also a lovely buffet provided by
the City Council and the evening was very successful. It was an opportunity for Dundee City Council to express its appreciation of the work being
done by The India Village Project.
The following Tuesday the Brothers were invited to our India Concert in St.
Paul's. This consisted of a number of Indian dances, Scottish dances,
songs and instrumental melodies. Our good friends from the Baharatyi
Ashram provided much of the entertainment and prepared the Indian
meal afterwards. A wonderful way to end the Brothers' visit to Scotland.
It only remains to say that the visit of the Brothers was greatly beneficial to them and more especially to us, as we learned a great deal
from them and we hope that they benefitted from spending time with
us.

