Diary Dates
Autumn Holiday
Winter Term
Christmas Holiday
Spring Term

-

Friday 5 October, 3:25 pm
Monday 22 October 2012
Friday 21 December 12:30 pm
Monday 7 January 2013

In-Service Day 3
In-Service Day 4
In-Service day 5
In-Service Day 6
In-Service Day 7

-

Friday, 5 October 2012
Thursday, 8 November 2012
Friday, 9 November 2012
Thursday, 7 February 2013
Friday 24 May 2013

Mid-Term Holiday
Mid-Term Holiday
Good Friday
May Day Holiday
Victoria Day

-

Friday 8 February 2013
Monday 11 February 2013
Friday 29 March 2013
Monday 6 May 2013
Monday 27 May 2013

Parent Council
The parent Council held their Annual General Meeting in September and elected the following Office Bearers for the 2012/2013
session:
Chairperson - Richard White
Secretary
- Mandy McKenzie
Treasurer
- Natalie McKaig
Should you wish to raise anything with the Parent Council please
contact the school or email::
Stpauls@dundeeparentcouncil.org”
Parent Council meetings are open to all parents and guardians/
carers and we would encourage you to come along and support
the school and our children’s education. The meetings for
2012/2013 will take place in school at 7.00 pm on the following
dates.

21st November 2012
23rd January 2013
20th February 2013
20th March 2013
22nd May 2013
18th September 2013 AGM

Join Your School Team
Badminton S1 – S6 – Now Tuesday & Thursday after
school 3.30pm - 4.30pm with Mrs McCallum
Basketball Club – Friday Lunchtime S1 – S6 welcome
Netball team S1 – S3 Training Starting Wed 19th Sept
3.30pm – 4.30pm
Table tennis S1 – S6 Wednesday lunchtime with
Mr Pogorzelski
Swimming Club on Tuesday & Thursday lunchtime with
Miss Burnett
HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME
Any pupil taken out of school to go on holiday during term
time will be marked as an unauthorised absence. Providing a
letter from your employer in advance of any holiday stating
that this holiday cannot be taken at any other time of year or is
fixed to a certain time of year is required to mark a holiday
absence as authorised.

St. Paul’s 4 - Baldragon 5
On Tuesday 2nd October two local schools, St Paul’s and
Baldragon, played a charity football match in aid of the Maggie
Centre. Baldragon took an early lead in the 13th minute and St
Paul’s equalised straight away in the
15th minute with a lobbed free kick
from Kris Brash leaving the scores
level at 1-1. After a period of end to
end football Baldragon burst through
and scored in the 27th minute to get
their noses in front at 2-1. Baldragon
then extended their lead to 3-1 in the
30th minute. From nowhere, Aaron
Kane scored the goal of the game from 30 yards out into the
top corner leaving the Baldragon goalkeeper scrambling
across his goal. Just before the half time, St Paul’s levelled the
scores at 3-3.
The second half started and St Paul’s took the lead for the first
time through Lewis George. St Paul’s joy was short lived however and Baldragon replied within
four minutes to level the game once
again at 4-4. Baldragon went in
ahead again and held the lead at 54.
St Paul’s failed to grasp a golden
opportunity to level the game when a
shot had been saved by the goalkeeper, rebounded out to Alan
McCormack in an onside position but was saved to deny St
Paul’s a last gasp equaliser. After 3 minutes of added on time,
the final whistle was blown and Baldragon left the game as
victors. It was a great spectacle for friendly football and all involved thoroughly enjoyed it.
Report by Daniel Coleman
Debating!
The debating club meets every Wednesday at one o'clock in
Mrs Flynn's room. I am so impressed with the standard of our
juniors (S2). We really need more people, especially seniors
as the competition season is just around the corner. After the
October break we hope to see many more pupils attending
this fantastic club.
E. McCulloch
Health and Wellbeing
The Health Drop In run in Home Economics Room 1 every
Thursday from 12.50 to 1.25 pm. All pupils are welcome to
come along and speak with various partner agencies each
week.
Shoe Box Appeal
Our annual shoebox appeal has begun here at St Paul’s. The
response has already been overwhelming. Pupils listened to
a thought provoking assembly from some of our Caritas candidates and each registration class is busy filling their box. The
spirit of Christmas Kindness is sweeping the corridors of St
Paul’s and we cannot thank you
enough for your generous donations. The boxes will be taken to Romania by local organisation – Vision Romania.
This operation is based in
Broughty Ferry and the
pupils receive an update in
the New Year as to where
their boxes have ended
up.
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ONE COMMUNITY MANY GIFTS
Dear Parent/Carer
I hope as always you enjoy reading about some of the many exciting events that have taken place in St. Paul’s in the last
term. We always struggle to find enough room to include everything that has been happening. We are very fortunate that
staff, parents and our pupils are so willing to share their gifts for the benefit of our community.
You will also notice that we are now producing our newsletter in black and white and that we are sending this home by
‘pupil post’. There are several reasons for this not least to cut the high costs of colour printing and postage. In the future
a full colour version of our newsletter will appear on our website.
On the subject of technology we have suffered a set back in landing our new school website. Despite the efforts of our
staff to ensure the website was able to be launched in August, we have been let down by those responsible for hosting the
website due to technical difficulties. We hope we will be able to launch the website soon.
In response to parental requests to improve communication with home, I have informed Principal Teachers Subject that
they should write, phone or text parents directly if they feel the necessity to do so. I hope that this initiative will keep you
informed and will give you the information you need to support your sons and daughters.
If you wish to keep up with the many various activities we are involved with and up to date with how our young people are
sharing their gifts and engaging with the community you can now follow us on twitter @stpaulsdundee
I hope everyone enjoys this October holiday and takes the opportunity to recharge their batteries for next term. I look forward to writing
to you before Christmas with a further update on life here in St. Paul’s. God Bless.
John L Carroll
Head Teacher

Skillforce
A group of S4 pupils have started working with
2 representatives of Skillforce, a registered
charity.
Skillforce works with young people to help
them obtain additional qualifications. In St.
Paul’s the young people are studying for qualifications which may help them in the world of
work, including SQA, Employability, Health and
Safety and First Aid.
The feedback from our two Skillforce workers
Anna and Hannah has been very positive so
far. They say they have been made very welcome and that the young people they work with
have ben very positive about their work.
Business Mentors
Some of our S4 pupils will be linked with Business Mentors next term. Between six and
eight young people will be selected to work
with business people from the community. It is
hoped that the young people will be able to
benefit from the experience, work ethic and
support which the mentors provide.

Charity Walk
A large group of pupils took part in the walk
across the Tay Road bridge on Saturday 29th
September.
The walk was organised by the S6 Community involvement group . The charity receiving the
money is Brother Benjamin's Feeding Programme which the Caritas pupils were inspired
by on their retreat.
The walk was themed ‘The Onsie Walk’ with
pupils completing the walk dressed in their very
fetching ‘Onsies’. Sponsor money is coming in
this week. Well done to all involved.

The India Village Project
Following the latest visit to India it is very encouraging to
hear of the tremendous progress in each of the areas of
our project – the village,
the school and the Rainbow AIDS Project. The
Brothers have asked me
to pass on their heartfelt
gratitude to everyone in
St. Paul’s for their unfailing help over the years.
We have a number of
little fund-raising projects
planned for the year,
including the Mangamanuthu Market in December, India Week in March, a nonuniform day and some small raffles.
As always, very many thanks to all who have made such a
great difference to the living conditions of our Mangamanuthu villagers.
Since its ‘humble beginnings’ five years ago, The India Village Project has grown considerably. A group from St.
John’s High School went over to
establish links with Udayapatti
Secondary School. While they
were there they also visited the
village of Mangamanuthu, St.
Marcellin’s and the Rainbow Project.
In July, the head teacher and a
member of staff of St. Ninian’s,
Hamilton, spent time working in
Udayapatti Primary School. They were also able to visit
Mangamanuthu village, St. Marcellin’s and the Rainbow
Project.
Community involvement
Once again we have a wonderful set of Senior Pupils giving
of their time to work with the local community in many different areas – nurseries, primary schools, homes for the elderly, visiting the sick, charity shops. We have received many
positive responses concerning their enthusiasm and dedication to the projects. Senior pupils are also involved, among
many other projects, in collecting shoeboxes for Vision Romania, Fair Trade, preparing for the SCIAF Project.
Cake and Candy
The recent Cake and Candy sale raised £40.40 . This will
be used to set up a Fair Trade tuck shop in the school.
Chemistry at Work
A group of 20 pupils from S4 Intermediate 1 and Standard
Grade Chemistry went along to St. Andrew’s University for
this year’s Chemistry at Work exhibition. The pupils were
given talks and demonstrations about the chemical industries from around Tayside and Fife. The companies ranged
from Diageo– the drinks firm to GSK based in Montrose.
The afternoon started with an
introduction from the
University itself.
The
pupils from St. Paul’s
were complimented on
their mannered bearing
and their incisive questions.

McIntosh Patrick
School Awards
Former St. Paul’s
Academy
pupil
Hayley Stephen’s
work was hailed by
judges in the event,
which aims to encourage talent and
celebrate the life of great local artist James McIntosh Patrick. Hayley (17) was not present to receive her prize as
she was away, but St. Paul’s principal art teacher Shauna
McHugh, who took her place said “She is an exceptionally
talented young girl with a very sensitive drawing and painting style”. Hayley’s striking portrait earner her first place
and a cash prize of £100.
Second prize went to another St. Paul's student Jozette
Allan who received a prize of £60. Commendations were
awarded to St. Paul’s students Katie Stott and Rebekah
Hanton.
S1 pupils meet
Jenny Marra.
As part of our “Let’s do
democracy” unit S1
have been talking to
Jenny Marra MSP.
Jenny, who is MSP for
Dundee West, visited St
Paul’s to meet with S1
pupils. She told them all
about her job and what
a typical week was like
for her. Pupils had the
chance to ask Jenny questions and find out more about
the life and work of an MSP.
We would like to thank Jenny for giving up her valuable
time and visiting us at St Paul’s.
School Super Chef Cup Cake Competition
Congratulations goes to Laura Kanyongo, Chloe Doogan
and Nicola Clark (all S4) for winning best overall school
team at this year's School
Super Chef Cup Cake
Challenge.
This year's
theme was the Queen's
Diamond Jubilee. These
girls are a credit to the
school as they spent
many lunchtimes working
on their cakes in the
Home Economics department. The competition is organised by Dundee College and the
Dundee Flower and Food Festival. The cup cakes were judged
at the festival by famous chef
Mary Berry. The pupils received a certificate and a
£100 cheque to buy baking
equipment/ingredients
for
the department. Well done
girls!

“Lift Off”
Many congratulations to the pupils who had an extremely
successful 5 days with LIFT OFF in St. Andrew’s during
the summer holidays, staying in the student accommodation and visiting various universities and colleges. The
following pupils were a credit to themselves, their families
and to St. Paul’s: George Angus, Nicola Clark, Beth Curtis, Nathan Poland, Tommy Walton, Anthony Waters,
Robyn Clarke, Rachael Coutts, Bethany Duncan, Lewis
Gray, Sarah Harrison, Amina Ibrahim, Julia Markowska,
Ellie McDonald and Laura Mitchell
Retreat
Our S6 pupils, who are enrolled in the Caritas award,
went on retreat to Kinnoull Monastery and met Father
Ronnie McAinsh (former pupil of Lawside Academy).
Father Ronnie is a Redemptorist Priest and is involved
with many projects globally but one project he described
was Brother Benjamin’s Feeding Project. The project
helps children whose
lives are blighted by Aids,
many having lost their
parents to disease. The
programme supports families by providing food and
basic necessities.
Our
pupils were inspired by
Father Ronnie to lend
support to this important
cause and they organised a sponsored walk across the
Tay Road Bridge which took place on Saturday 29 September. Well done to everyone who took part.
Eve McKaig wrote the following piece:
Sixth year pupils working towards the Caritas award recently visited the Kinnoull, Monastery in Perth for a religious retreat. ‘Come as you are’ was the message we
were given, encouraging us to come together and appreciate our individuality and the value of religion and belief.
The experience was well worth while and allowed time for
reflection on our lives. We enjoyed many activities which
were not conventional praying yet still brought us closer
to God. Miss Kelly even persuaded us to meditate so we
had time to think about ways to improve ourselves and
have a more positive impact on our school community.
The retreat brought the class closer together and everyone was particularly grateful to Miss Kelly who organized
the trip and of course Sister Maureen who made sure we
all had enough to eat and drink!
Help for Heroes
Some pupils in St Paul's R.C Academy have been doing
work for the Help for Heroes charity. For those of you that
don’t know what the help for heroes charity does; they
help rehabilitate injured soldiers, gives aid to the veterans
from previous wars such as the Falklands, Korean, Cold
War and World War 2. As well as this Help for Heroes
also helps the families who have members that have
been injured serving their country, cope with the hardships that come. One of these pupils - Sean Quinn - has
seen the amazing work that Help for Heroes does for
injured servicemen and women, as his friend was
blinded by an IED (Improvised Explosive Device)
whilst serving in Afghanistan. It is because of this that
we, the pupils of St Paul's RC Academy have raised
£250.86 so far and we’d like to thank the pupils and
teachers and anyone else that have donated and for
making this possible. - Written by Christopher

West Point Bridge Designer Competition
Earlier this month two
teams of pupils from St.
Paul’s attended the Tay
Road Bridge Joint Board
Meeting to pick up their
prizes for winning both
first and second places in
the Tayside West Point
Bridge Designer Competition. In first place were Tommy
Walton and Matthew MacAuley (S4) with Andrew Duncan
and Ewan Miller (S2)
in second.
Tommy
and Matthew
each
received a cheque for
£50 as well as a trophy
with Andrew and Euan
receiving £25 each.
The boys were accompanied by Mr Harrison,
Principal Teacher CDT
department who collected the £150 won by
the school. Having attended the prizegiving the group were
then given a tour of the Tay Bridge Control Centre and
some of the building works being carried out at Riverside.
St. Vincent De Paul Retreat
On the 17th and 18th of September 7 pupils from St. Paul’s
Academy took part in St. Vincent De Paul (SSVP) retreat “A
Voice of the Poor”. During
these two days our pupils were
informed about the history of
the society and their work here
in Dundee. During a series of
workshops the pupils were
challenged to come up with an
answer to the difficulties there
are in our society. As a response to this we are delighted
that they have committed themselves to forming a SSVP youth
conference in the school. They
are also looking for new members who were not able to attend the retreat to join them.
Meetings will be held in RE2 every Tuesday lunchtime. They
have also pledged to partake in activities in the name of the
SSVP. So expect a sponsor sheet any time soon!
Dundee Schools Music Theatre
The new session for Dundee Schools Music Theatre
(DSMT) started on Sunday (16th September 2012). All
classes take place at The Space - Dundee College
(Kingsway Campus). DSMT is an education project which
receives funding from The Youth Music Initiative. Through
partnership working with Dundee College, DSMT is fortunate to be able to hold all rehearsal sessions in purpose
built music and dance studios in The Space. DSMT is
open to all pupils who attend a Dundee City Council
Secondary School. There are no auditions and membership is completely free of charge. Last year they
worked with over 300 pupils, rehearsed for 550 hours
and we recruited our 2,500th member.

