Health Drop-In
The health drop-in has continued throughout term 2. Based
in HE1, every Thursday during the lunch break, various
Partner Agencies, including staff from NHS Tayside, the
Web Project, Xplore and the School Nurse have provided
our students with an educational experience in a fun and
friendly manner. The topics covered this term have been:
General health issues, Fire Safety, Mental Health and
Stress Reduction, Personal and Road Safety, Young Carers
and Carers Rights,
Smoking, Alcohol and
Drug awareness.
Moreover there is a selection of free fruit available each session in
order that our young
people can work toward
achieving their ‘5 a day
target’.
Diary Dates
Christmas Holiday
Spring Term

-

Friday 21 December 12:00 noon
Monday 7 January 2013

In-Service Day 6
In-Service Day 7

-

Thursday, 7 February 2013
Friday 24 May 2013

Mid-Term Holiday
Mid-Term Holiday
Good Friday
Summer Term
May Day Holiday
Victoria Day
End of Term

-

Friday 8 February 2013
Monday 11 February 2013
Friday 29 March 2013
Monday 15 April 2013
Monday 6 May 2013
Monday 27 May 2013
Friday 28 June 2013

Chairperson
Secretary
Treasurer

Parent Council
- Richard White
- Mandy McKenzie
- Natalie McKaig

Should you wish to raise anything with the Parent Council please
contact the school or email::
Stpauls@dundeeparentcouncil.org”
Parent Council meetings are open to all parents and guardians/carers
and we would encourage you to come along and support the school
and our children’s education. The meetings for 2012/2013 will take
place in school at 7.00 pm on the following dates.
23rd January 2013
20th February 2013
20th March 2013
22nd May 2013
18th September 2013 AGM

Join Your School Team
Badminton S1 – S6 – Now Tuesday & Thursday after
school 3.30pm - 4.30pm with Mrs McCallum
Basketball Club – Friday Lunchtime S1 – S6 welcome
Netball team S1 – S3 Training Starting Wed 19th Sept
3.30pm – 4.30pm
Table tennis S1 – S6 Wednesday lunchtime with
Mr Pogorzelski
Swimming Club on Tuesday & Thursday lunchtime
with Miss Burnett.

Abertay University Christmas Debate
Higher and Intermediate Modern Studies pupils attended the annual
Christmas debate at Abertay University. The motion was ‘The primary cause of the global financial crisis is the behaviour
of the rich – they should pay to
put it right.’ Pupils overwhelmingly voted for the motion.
Both speakers provided pupils
with a wealth of information to
help them with the Social Issues element of the Modern
Studies exam. Pupils got into
the spirit by asking the speakers very intelligent questions
and as usual they were a credit to the school.

BBC Big Debate
Four pupils from St Paul’s were fortunate enough to travel through
to Motherwell to take part in BBC Scotland’s Big Debate. The four
senior pupils were Michael Sanderson, Euan Toshney, Callum
White and Daniel Coleman.
The programme itself mirrored
‘Question Time’ where a panel of politicians were put under the
spotlight by the young people. The topic was an Independent Scotland and Daniel managed to slip in an excellent question which kept
the panel on their toes. Another excellent opportunity for the pupils
of St Paul’s!
Debating!
The debating club meets every Wednesday at one o'clock in Mrs
Flynn's room. I am so impressed with the standard of our juniors (S2). We really need more people, especially seniors as the
competition season is just around the corner. After the Christmas
break we hope to see many more pupils attending this fantastic
club.
E. McCulloch

ST. PAUL’S RC ACADEMY
GILLBURN ROAD
Parental Newsletter No. 18 - Christmas 2012
Website Address: http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk/

ONE COMMUNITY MANY GIFTS
May the spirit
of Christmas
bring you
peace,
The gladness
of Christmas
give you hope,
The warmth
of Christmas
grant you
Love .

Dear Parent/Carer
This has been another busy term for all at St. Paul’s. In November a team from Dundee City Education Department carried
out a 3 day extended review of St. Paul’s. This involved observing pupils learning in class and discussing with various
groups the progress we are making in improving our school. This review has been particularly important as we have been
working hard to address the agenda set by HMIe in their report of November 2011. I am pleased to say that in general we
received very positive feed back from the review team and this gave us some reassurance that we are making the changes
necessary to ensure our young people have the best of experiences. I have asked the team to revisit us for one day in February to again ensure we are making good progress.
In January following the Christmas holidays I will be holding a series of assemblies with our pupils to remind them that the
highest standards of behaviour are expected at all times from our pupils; in class, at break time and on the way to and from
school. I have included further details of these expectations. I have also, along with representatives of the Pupil Council,
discussed how we can better recognise and reward good behaviour. In January we will explain this in more detail to our
young people. I am sure all parents will wish to support this initiative.
Despite ongoing technical difficulties we hope to launch our school website. This will provide you with up-to-date information about St. Paul’s as well as links for our young people that will help them in their learning. In the mean time you can
follow us on Twitter:- @stpaulsdundee. We will inform everyone in the normal ways when our website is launched.
I hope you enjoy reading our Christmas newsletter especially all the exciting ways in which our young people have been
developing and showing their gifts for the benefit of our community. I wish you all the compliments of Christmas and I
hope you will have a restful holiday and a good New Year. God Bless.

Drama Department News
As usual, it’s been a busy old time in the Drama Department this
session. Pupils and staff have attended performances of the highly
acclaimed National Theatre of Scotland‘s “The Guid Sisters” in Edinburgh and Dundee Rep’s hilarious musical “The Mill Lavvies” (and
both productions were thoroughly enjoyed by everyone). Seventeen
of our S5/6 pupils were successful in gaining places on Dundee
Rep’s Enterprise Programme which gave them the opportunity to
work with theatre professionals including directors, actors and set,
costume, sound and lighting designers. Under the direction of Miss
Kilbride, rehearsals started in earnest this term for the school’s pantomime (“Snow White and the 7 Dundonians”: Tues 18th – Thurs
20th December) which puts a very local slant on an old favourite.
(Oh, yes it does!) Mrs Christie supported pupils in staging the Final
of “St. Paul’s Academy Has Talent” in November which was enjoyed
by a full and very appreciative (and vocal!) evening audience. After
a public vote, Annie Petrie (S1) was declared the winner for her
beautiful rendition of “Clown” by Emeli Sande. Many congratulations to her and all the Finalists who proved that the pupils of St.
Paul’s definitely have loads of talent!

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME
Any pupil taken out of school to go on holiday during term time will be
marked as an unauthorised absence. Providing a letter from your employer in advance of any holiday stating that this holiday cannot be
taken at any other time of year or is fixed to a certain time of year is
required to mark a holiday absence as authorised.
SCHOOL CLOSURE DUE TO BAD WEATHER…….
LEARNING CAN AND SHOULD CONTINUE THROUGH GLOW
Should school be closed through bad weather, pupils can still
learn through Glow - both in class Glow Groups and national
Glow Groups. Pupils are strongly encouraged to memorise
their login details, and also to set up a challenge question so
they will not be locked out of Glow if they do forget their
password.

John L Carroll
Head Teacher
Activities
As the newsletter goes for publication we are in the
process of filling hampers for our elderly friends in
the community. Again, this is an annual joy and privilege.
Turriff House
In spite of the difficult economic situation, we have
still been able to make a little contribution to our
friends in Turriff House for the Elderly.
Talent Show
This was described as one of the best events to
take place since the opening of St. Paul’s. The acts
were also performed to entertain the Primary School
pupils who visited us this term. It raised a total of
£199 and £100 was donated to Mangamanuthu
Help for Heroes
A group of seniors concentrated on raising funds for
Help for Heroes and the
response
both
in
school and in the
local community was really heartening. The group
raised a total of £820.48.
We received a very welcome cheque
for £200 from Lookin’ Good, Kirkton.
We must thank them very much for their
annual donations which go back many years.

Mangamanuthu
Since August, fund-raising for Mangamanuthu has
continued along with other charities adopted by St.
Paul’s. We have managed to raise funds by raffling
an enormous Teddy Bear and by holding our now
traditional In-Service Day Bacon Butties.
The Mangamanuthu
Market, as always,
was a great success
and greatly enjoyed by
staff and pupils with
over £1,000 being
raised.
A big thank you to our
Art Department. Staff
and pupils designed
and made a range of
beautiful jewellery and Christmas ornaments/
decorations which were very popular on the day.
In preparation for India Week (4-8 March 2013) a
member of staff from each department visited the
Verdant Works to gather ideas to incorporate into
young people’s experience of the Curriculum. The
visit was a great success and we are planning great
things to benefit our pupils.
We have negotiated with the Bharatiya Ashram to
provide tutors for India Week and also to take part
in the concert and provide Indian food. Anyone who
attended the last India Week Concert and Meal will
remember how enjoyable it was. There will be more
information sent out next term.

Digital Creator visit to Whitespace at the University of
Abertay
As part of the new Digital Creator course we are running for
S5 and S6 pupils both classes were given the opportunity to
visit the Whitespace facility at Abertay
and record a video podcast using the
latest professional video and sound
recording equipment. Pupils split into
teams to plan and script their video
and were then given expert advice
from Dr Kenny McAlpine and his team
on how best to capture this on film. Abertay gave us the raw
videos and as part of the course students will then edit
these videos in school. Abertay have agreed to award a
prize to their favourite final edited piece.
Advanced Higher visit to Dundee College
Our two Advanced Higher Computing pupils Paul McKiddie
and Jordan McRitchie have been lucky enough to get the
opportunity to take part in some practical hands-on networking workshops at the state of the art Computing labs in Dundee College. This is the first time the college has run this
opportunity for Dundee pupils, and the boys joined fellow
Advanced Higher pupils from other local schools on the visit.
The students got a taste of the sort of skills they would be
taught on the college’s HND in Computer Networking and
Internet Technology course, including making their own network cables. This course gives students an HND but also the potential to
graduate with Microsoft, Cisco and
VMWare vendor qualifications which
are highly sought after if students want
to pursue a successful career in the IT
industry. Pupils worked hard over the two 3 hour sessions at
Dundee College and had a chance to learn about the practical side of networking and network security.
Extra-curricular Activities in the Computing Department :
Intervals 10:50 - 11:05
Monday-Friday: Computing catch-up periods where you can come and
finish off work you have missed or need extra help with.
Lunchtimes 1:00 - 1:30
Monday : Introduction to Animation. Learn how to create your own animations.
Wednesday : Introduction to Computer Games creation. Learn how to create
your own computer games.
Thursday : Introduction to Multimedia Authoring. Learn how to edit pictures, sound and video.
Friday : Introduction to Physical Computing. Learn how to computers can
interact with the outside world from programmable computer chips to robotics.
All lunchtime clubs are aimed at pupils from S1 to S4, are on a first come
first served basis and are limited to 12 places. Come and see Mr Christie in
Computing 3 to get your name down and get a club pass.
After-school 3:30-4:30:
Thursday: Computing Catch up where you can come and finish off work
you have missed/need extra help with or to revise for your exams.

S3 Pupils Meet with Community Police Officer
S3 pupils met with Community
Police Officer Frank Sturrock to
learn more about the role of the
police and crime in Dundee,
whilst studying our Crime
and the Law unit. PC Sturrock provided the pupils with information about his job
and offered them the chance to ask questions. The pupils thoroughly enjoyed the visit and gained a lot of valuable information from PC Sturrock to help them with
their studies.

Scottish Parliament
Visit
Higher Modern Studies
pupils at St. Paul’s RC
Academy visited the Scottish Parliament organized
by regional list MSP Jenny
Marra. Pupils were given
a tour round the building
before watching first Ministers Question time then
a question and answer
session with Jenny herself. Later Jenny Marra
tweeted she had met with the ‘smartest sixth years in Scotland.’
An excellent day was had by all and pupils were a credit to the
school.

Dundee Childrens’ Choir
On Thursday 22nd November, Anna Flannagan, a London
based voice coach and choir leader visited St. Paul’s. She
was here to promote the ‘Dundee Children’s Choir’ which
will perform in the Caird Hall on Saturday 8 June 2013.
There was an excellent turn out of St. Paul’s pupils for this
special coaching session. This Choir which is being specially formed, trained and rehearsed to professional performance standard for this one-off concert includes children
from other Dundee schools. The choir will be accompanied by the Royal Scottish National Orchestra and the internationally acclaimed soprano Lesley Garrett.
The Music Department News
Christmas is a very busy time for the music department.
In addition to teaching all classes to play and gain a
knowledge and understanding of Christmas music, staff in
the department also encourage pupils to take part in a
range of extra curricular activities which are offered by the
department.
The Madrigal Group performed, as they have done since
2003, at The CLIC Sargent Carol Concert in the Caird Hall
on Thurs 6th December. They received a prolonged applause and were a credit to St Paul’s. Mrs Bromage has
worked them really hard and they have even had some
morning rehearsals before school starts, such is their commitment. The Madrigal Group will also be bringing Christmas cheer by singing to patients at Ninewells Hospital,
The Royal Victoria Hospital and Roxburghe House as well
as to guests at the Lord Provost’s Lunch.
Rachel Campbell, Stephanie
Smith, Rachel Galloway,
Samantha Macdonald, Molly
Doogan, Eve McKaig, Claire
Whitelaw, Iona McKaig, Keri
Whitelaw,
Aidan
Bryson
Sword, Euan Cassidy, Christopher
Brighty,
Stewart
McKenzie, Callum McBean,
Aidan Sparey, Michael Sanderson, Ross Walker, Owen
Smith

Christopher Brighty, S2 and last year’s Head Boy, Scott
Smith, both sing with NYCOS, the National Youth Choir of
Scotland Boys Choir, and appeared recently on television
in BBC Songs of Praise.
Music staff and some senior pupils will again form a
Scottish Dance Band which accompanies the S1 & 2
ceilidhs. The annual Christmas Concert will take place
on Monday 17th Dec at 7pm . There is no entry charge
but a collection will be taken for Mangamanuthu.
It is always a lovely evening of seasonal music which
showcases the talents of some of our pupils.

Remembrance Day
Assemblies
St. Paul's R.C.
Academy senior pupils led
assemblies in
the week following Remembrance
Day.
The purpose of
the
assembly
was to highlight the relevance and significance of Remembrance Day and to explain the symbolism of the poppy. The assembly was presented by seniors Adam Johnson, Rhiannon Malley, Laura Percival and Owen Smith
who combined a variety of media including poetry such
as In Flanders Fields by John McCrae, First World War
photos and active British soldiers in war zones across the
world. The assemblies were well received by all pupils
and staff who found it significant and extremely emotional.
St. Paul’s Remembrance Garden
The Health and Wellbeing group in
St Paul’s along with the RE department have thought about establishing a garden of remembrance
for the pupils and staff. It was recognised that there was a need for
people to have a quiet area for
reflection within the school. Many
pupils have lost family members or friends and sometimes need a quiet space where they can come and think
about them. The garden was opened this year by Monsignor McCaffrey on the 2nd of November, All Souls Day.
Pupils who had lost a close family member were invited
to have lunch in the garden room and talk about their loss
to others in a similar situation and to members of staff.
They also decorated stones to be placed in the garden
and lanterns to be lit that would commemorate their loved
ones. A book of remembrance was also opened and pupils can record messages for the people they miss. Many
pupils took part and it was a very emotional but supportive and inspiring ceremony and lunch. The garden is
open to any pupils or staff. Pupils can ask their guidance
teacher if they think they would like some time in the garden or if they would like to talk about their loss or if they
want to decorate a stone to be placed in the garden. If
anyone would like any plants to be put in the garden as
another way to remember their loved ones they should
contact Mrs James in the Maths Department.
Safe Drive Stay Alive
On Tuesday 20 November all of our S5 cohort, accompanied by the guidance Team attended “Safe Drive, Stay
Alive” at the Caird Hall. This is an event which is aimed
at 16 year olds as young drivers and their passengers
remain a vulnerable group when it comes to crashes, injuries and fatalities across Scotland. Between April 2010
and March 2011, 18 people were killed and 200 injured
on Tayside roads. Many of them included young people
in the 17 to 25 age group. “Safe Drive, Stay Alive” aims to
make young people more aware of the factors which
make them more at risk, including inexperience, lack of
awareness, distraction, peer pressure and over confidence.
Girls Football
The S3/4 girls competed at a Dundee football tournament a few weeks ago and played brilliantly. This was
the debut performance for the team and they beat
many teams from all over Dundee, scoring 10 goals
with Courtney Maich being the star striker.

Midland District Schools
Swimming Championships
These Championships were held at
the Olympia Leisure Centre on
Thursday 25th October for pupils under 16 years of age attending schools in the Midland District. Cameron Ritchie,
Scott Gellatly and Christopher Gellatly represented St Paul’s
RC Academy participating in the 100m freestyle event all
gaining personal best times.
Tayside Schools Swimming Championships
Congratulations to Cameron Ritchie, Scott Gellatly and
Christopher Gellatly who again represented the school competing in the Tayside Schools Swimming Championships
which were held at the Olympia Leisure Centre on Tuesday
6th & Thursday 8th November. Scott took 5th place in the
100m breast stroke final and 6th place in the 100m freestyle
final. Chris gained 5th place in the finals of the 100m breast
stroke and 4th place in the 100m freestyle events and Cameron gained 4th place in the 100m breast stroke final. Well
done to the boys for excellent results in this high level competition.
Rock Challenge
The school is taking part in the UK Rock Challenge which is
a national dance competition. This is a dance competition
with a twist as pupils have to decide on a theme relating to
life issues and convey this message through dance. The
staff and pupils are working very hard on their project and
the choreography which won't be unveiled until Wednesday
13th February at the Caird Hall, Dundee!
The Coca-Cola Real Business Challenge 2012
The Real Business Challenge is a national competition set
by Coca- Cola Enterprises for students who are in S3 in
September 2012.
Teachers run the Real Business Challenge in school using a
downloaded resource pack. The first part of the challenge
was for pupils to form a company and develop a new sustainable healthy juice brand. The pupil’s company needed to
present its brand on PowerPoint and complete some other
key documents.
This year’s event has been run with the S3 ICT Business
Management and S3 ICT Administration classes. The winning entry will be selected by the Principal Teachers of
Home Economics (Ms Capper), Craft Design & Technology
(Mr Harrison) and Computing (Mr Christie). Mrs McCarthy
(SMT) will act as chair of the judging panel. There are 7
entries made from teams of 6-8 members.
After a close competition the winners were announced as
Passion (Evie McMahon, Liam O’Rourke, Megan McKeever,
Kirsty Cumming, Keiran Corstorphine, Lucas Ross, Lance
Mitchell, Rory Duncan)
Only one entry per school is allowed and the winning team’s
idea has been submitted to Coca-Cola and will be judged by
a panel including representatives from Coca-Cola Enterprises & Edexcel. The top 10 teams from each region will
be invited to a regional final where they will take part in
a new challenge with support from Coca-Cola Enterprises business mentors.
Good luck to the St Paul’s team!!

