The India Village Project 2013
On Sunday 16th June, 5 pupils from St Johns joined 4 pupils from St Pauls
along with 4 members of staff set off to Tirichipalli, India. After a long 36 hours,
the pupils began their adventure and arrived at the Marist Brothers Home to be
met by Brother Chinna. After a well-deserved rest, the pupils set off to the village
of Mangamanuthu to be introduced to the staff and pupils of St Marcellin’s
school. We received an enthusiastic and overwhelming welcome by all pupils
and staff before visiting the classrooms. In
each classroom, the children were ecstatic
to meet and speak to us and thoroughly
enjoyed having several photos taken by us.
We were also privileged enough to witness
three blessings of new homes which are to
be built by October using the money fundraised in each of the schools. Over the next
few days, Brother Chinna took the group to
see the beautiful sights of Indian culture, including Hindu Temples and plenty of
markets. We were so lucky to be able to experience the lives of others and be a
part of their culture and contrast it to our own.
Later in the week, we were taken to the village of PU to experience
some more of the Indian education we are trying to improve. The children were
once again, delighted with our arrival and were so pleased as we interacted with
them through taking more photographs, signing our “autographs” and singing
some nursery rhymes. Our eyes were opened for sure when we were given a
tour round the village of PU. The living conditions were substandard yet the
overpopulated community were so content with what they had. The Homework
Club was running in the village as we passed by so we stopped off to be shown
around. Children were determined to continue studying hours after school had
finished showing just how much their education means to them and were keen
to show us their work they had been doing.
On our final day, we were lucky enough to experience the Marist
Brother’s Rainbow Project which runs just once a month. The project aims to
entertain 250 children and their affected families who suffer from HIV and/or
AIDS. After watching some great entertainment of classical Indian dancing and a
magic show, we had the opportunity to present the children with new school
uniforms and resources for the next school year. This was heart-tugging as they
were so delighted and grateful with the basic gifts which many of us take for
granted. We were asked to show the people some typical aspects of Scottish
culture and so we proudly sang Flower of Scotland followed by the classic Gay
Gordons. The children thoroughly enjoyed this and thanked us endlessly. After
we all enjoyed our meals cooked by Brother Jiji, the girls were shown some
Indian dancing and the boys were practicing their cricket skills taught by some of
the young boys at the project. Overall, the trip was absolutely life changing for all
of us involved and to see the difference that we can make with some money is
the perfect encouragement to continue the hard work in our fundraising for these
vulnerable people. Working together, we can improve even more people’s lives
and develop the villages further to make life far more enjoyable in any way possible. We would like to take this opportunity to thank everybody who has allowed
us to make this change and experience the difficulties people in this world face
on a day to day basis. Without your help, this would not be possible and so we
hope to continue this work in the future and hopefully allow others in the younger
school to have the experience that we can now keep with us forever.

HEALTH DROP-IN
The Health Drop-In is up and running in the Library Resource Centre. All
welcome to attend. Come along, speak to the health professionals about a
variety of topics and get some free fruit.
DIARY DATES
4 October 2013
21 October 2013
24 October 2013
14 November 2013
15 November 2013
26 November 2013
20 December 2013
6 January 2014

-

End of term 1
Pupils return for term 2
S5/6 Parent Evening
In-Service Day 2
In-Service Day 3
S1 Parent Evening
End of term 2
Pupils return for term 3

STUDY CLUBS AND SPORTS CLUBS
http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk/
Please visit St. Paul’s website for information on the various clubs we
run in the school. There are Study Support Clubs and Sports Clubs .
We encourage our pupils to become involved in a range of school
based extra-curricular activities.

Chairperson
Secretary
Treasurer

PARENT COUNCIL DATES
- Richard White
- Mandy McKenzie
- Natalie McKaig

Should you wish to raise anything with the Parent Council please contact
the school or email::
Stpauls@dundeeparentcouncil.org”
Parent Council meetings are open to all parents and guardians/carers and
we would encourage you to come along and support the school and our
children’s education.
Wednesday, 6 November 2013 - National Qualifications I
information
Wednesday 13th November 2013
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ONE COMMUNITY MANY GIFTS
Dear Parent/Carer
Thank you for taking the time to read this term’s newsletter where we share with you and our community how our young people have been developing their many gifts. At assemblies this week I have been telling our young people how proud I am of
them and that they should be proud of themselves. This newsletter I hope will give you some sense of that. In this newsletter
you will read how our pupils have been successful in competitions and the events they have participated in to enhance their
learning.

Wednesday 12th February 2014
Wednesday 14th May 2014
Wednesday 17th September 2014(AGM)

The Gideon Visit
Last week we were happy to accept the invitation of The Gideons International to come and talk to all our new first year classes. Throughout the
week they visited each class and gave a talk about the work they do all
over the world. Their mission is to spread the word of God. With that in
mind they gifted each pupil their own copy of the New Testament. They
then demonstrated how this ‘little red book’ could be used in many situations that they might face in life. After each presentation they invited discussion from each class. The pupils rose to the request and asked some
very deep and personal questions that they had. Without doubt it was an
enlightening process. So if you find these New Testaments in your child’s
bag you will know that it is a different kind of homework.

ST. PAUL’S MADRIGAL GROUP
FUTURE PERFORMANCES DATES
4th November (Fri Evening)
5th December (Thurs Evening)
St. Paul’s Christmas Concert Please come along and support

- Glamis Castle Musicale
- CLIC Sargent Caird Hall
Christmas music and carols for all
Paul’s Monday 16 December 2013

Details of school uniform can be found on school website

SCHOOL SKIRTS SHOULD BE KNEE LENGTH
http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk
Punctuality
The school day starts with registration at 8.50 am. Please ensure your
son/daughter is on time in the morning and also for afternoon classes
which begin at 1.35 pm.

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME
Any pupil taken out of school to go on holiday during term time will be marked
as an unauthorised absence. Providing a letter from your employer in advance
of any holiday stating that this holiday cannot be taken at any other time of
year or is fixed to a certain time of year is required to mark a holiday absence
as authorised.
All absences require parent/carer to make a call to the school
with reason for absence on each morning of absence

This is a special year for us in St Paul’s as it is our 5th Anniversary. In this time we believe we have developed into a vibrant
and progressive school. In St Paul’s we strive to give our pupils as rich an experience as possible. We believe that our modern approaches to learning including our increasing use of ICT are helping to better prepare our young people for the
21st century and to gain the qualifications, skills and attitudes they need to be successful.
We are fortunate here in St Pauls to have the support of an active Parent Council and we thank all those involved who give of
their time to support us. We have included in this edition some information about the core membership of the council and the
work they are involved in. At the suggestion of the Parent Council we will be holding an evening for parents on 6 th November,
the topic will be the new national qualifications. I would encourage you to consider being part of the Parent Council. The
views of parents are very important to us as they help us improve the experience of our pupils.
As always I wish you a happy holiday.
John L Carroll
Head Teacher
Lesson from Auschwitz Project
Jodie Donegan and Michael Sanderson (Advanced Higher
History) were accompanied by Mrs Small to participate in the
Lessons from Auschwitz Project. The pupils were invited to a
seminar in Edinburgh where they heard a very moving account from Holocaust survivor Kitty Hart-Moxin who is the
longest surviving person from Auschwitz. Here the pupils
were given an opportunity to ask Kitty some questions about
her experience. Following this,
the pupils were then invited to
visit Auschwitz-Birkenau for the
day where they were able to
face the reality of what Kitty
had described. The pupils are
now committed to delivering a
whole school event related to
their experience along with a plan to help teach the S1 pupils
during their Life in Nazi Germany Unit. They were an absolute credit to the school during the entire trip.
Leuchars Pre Air show Visit
Senior pupils from St Paul's had
the opportunity to attend what
could be the final Leuchars 'Pre'
Air show visit in September. As
well as fighter aircraft arriving
and displays being practised our
pupils had an opportunity to
engage in activities in the interactive zone and view some of
the technology used to produce the engineered components in
the aircraft on display. The interactive zone had flight simulators, cockpit tours of a Chinook and a Eurofighter as well as
climbing wall and career discussions from several aspects of
the armed forces.

Tayside West
Point Bridge Competition
Having refined their design and engineering skills in the CDT department over the last few months Andrew Duncan and Lewis White
(both S3) were successful in winning the Tayside West Point Bridge
Designer Competition 2013. This is
the second year in a row that a
team from St Paul's Academy has
won this contest. In mid September the boys were presented with
cheques to the value of £50 with
£100 also going to the CDT Department at St Paul's. The boys will also
receive a tour of the Tay Bridge site
and associated riverside developments.
Tay Bridge Walk
The walk was held on the 28th of September this year. The aim was
to raise funds for the school and charity funds. This money is then
used by the school to support both the local and wider community
projects that we identify as needing help. The Romanian shoe box
appeal, and Mary’s meals are just a couple of groups which benefited from your support last year. The fund is also used to respond to
appeals where a natural disaster has occurred and help sought. We
would also like to take this opportunity to thank all those who continue to support our pupils in their
many activities.
The pupils have themed the
walk ‘The Onesie Walk’ although wearing a onesie was
not a requirement!
The walk is being organised by
Mrs Bartholomew, PT R.E.

McIntosh Patrick Award

The fifteenth McIntosh Patrick Award ceremony took
place on Tuesday 20th August 2013, opening an
exhibition of the work of S6 Art and Design pupils
from the city’s secondary schools. The work will be
on display in the McManus Creative Learning studio
in the McManus Galleries until Sunday 25th August.
This award takes the form of an annual competition

open to Dundee City secondary schools, as a memorial to the celebrated
and much admired Dundee-born artist, James McIntosh Patrick and to
encourage talent for the future.
Congratulations to Shannon Murray from St. Paul’s Academy taking 2nd
place, and Demi Moore receiving a Highly Commended Award also.

St. Vincent de Paul Voices of the Poor Conference
This term nine S4 students attended the two day ‘Voice of the Poor’ retreat at the Conforti Institute in Coatbridge . The aim of the conference
was to develop an understanding of the life of St. Vincent de Paul and
work done by the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. Over the two days the
students were led through various activities which challenged them to
think about poverty in their local community and how they can help those
less fortunate. The students are now following a school tradition of working in the community and with the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. The
projects they are currently organising, since the conference are a food
bank appeal and they are also volunteering in the community. We hope to
have these projects up and running soon and we look forward to the full
support of the St. Paul’s R.C. Academy community.
Trottick Mill Ponds
As part of the Third year Biology course, the department has organised a
field trip to Trottick Ponds in Dundee. Pupils had an opportunity to work
with the Countryside Rangers on aspects of the Nature Detectives topic
they are studying at present.
Pond dipping activities allowed pupils to investigate the biodiversity and
assess the level of pollution in the ponds. They also learned a little about
the history of the ponds, when
they were used by the Linen
workers in the city.
The Rangers have asked us to
produce posters to use in their
newly funded Education display area at Trottick Mill
Ponds. These will be in place
by the end of this year.

The Madrigal Group
The Madrigal Group entertained visitors at the Dundee Food and Flower show on Friday 6 September. Their programme was well received
and they had a good day despite the fact that it was cold.
Various Dundee secondary schools had been invited, and the St Paul's
pupils were a credit to the school.
Strathmore Trophy
Kieran Duffy, Rachel Walker, Wiktoria Zachcial and Danielle Lynch
joined school pupils from across Tayside, Perth, Aberdeenshire and
Fife to take part in the University of Dundee's annual Strathmore Trophy challenge on Monday 24th June. The challenge this year was to
create a digital time capsule of 8 pictures or videos which would sum up
teenage life today, so that if people looked at it 1000 years from now
they could get an idea of what life was like in 2013. The team worked
really well together and came up with a thoughtful and well-structured
piece of work and were unlucky not to win a prize but they were a credit
to the school and got a chance to get a taste of what studying at Dundee University might be like.
Dundee Flower and Food Festival
Last week 3 of our S4 pupils (Lisa Monaghan, Rachael Dashwood and
Chloe Houston) entered the Dundee Flower and Food Festival Cupcake Competition. Each Secondary
School in the city enters this competition with each school being
allowed up to three entrants. The
theme for this years competition
w a s
'Natural
Scotland'.
A team of
judges
including Martin Goodfellow
from Goodfellow & Stevens and the
Hospitality
Chef from Dundee College
judged
entrants from across the city.
St Pauls
came out on top form not
only winning ' BEST SCHOOL ' (for the second year in a row) but also
winning 1st prize thanks to Lisa Monaghan. Well done girls!!
Lisa won a cash prize of £50 as well as £100 for the Home Economics
department. The girls were overjoyed and also received VIP passes to
the festival on the Saturday and also got to meet Paul Hollywood from
the 'Great British Bake-off'.
Creative Spaces 2013
Andrew Duncan, Lewis Lamond, Jordan Turner and Lewis White represented St Paul’s RC Academy in this year’s Creative Spaces challenge.
There were 18 schools taking part in the challenge from Dundee, Perth
and Fife. Teams were asked to design and make a model of a Community Centre in Nigeria. The Community Centre was to have classrooms, workshops, toilets, a café, medical room, garage, and an outdoor market area. Each team had around 5 hours to complete their
designs and models.
Andrew, Lewis, Jordan
and Lewis all worked
hard, did extremely well
and were unlucky not to
have finished with a
prize. Their model took
on the theme of Africa
and it met all the
requirements of
the brief given to
them at the start of
the day. Well done
to all four boys.

Nail Bar
I am pleased to report that the Nail Bar
presentation by 6 of girls at a high profile
CfE event at Dundee University on Tuesday 10 September was a huge success.
The girls even managed to paint one of the
Education Minister's nails. Mrs Nicoll informed me that the girls were a massive
credit to St. Paul's RC Academy
Well done to:
1. Leah McDermott (5N) 2. Chloe Doogan (5N) 3. Logyn Brady (3A)
4. Leah Patterson (3A) 5. Nicole McGinnis (1A) 6. Rebecca Waldron (1C)
FutureReach Workshop
Some of our S6 students attended an afternoon workshop, run by a company called Future Reach who are funded by local businesses. It was an
informative, interactive session with the following aims:

To encourage young people to start planning ahead and evaluating the choices they will have to make at university to help them to
secure a job on graduation.

To equip students with an awareness of what employers are looking for, and how to build key skills.

To build an understanding of interview preparation, the importance
of applying for internships and how to be successful, and revisiting
impactful CV writing.
All the pupils appeared to enjoy themselves and found it very useful.
S1 Away Days
All 6 of our S1 classes spent a day away from school at the Diocesan
Pastoral Centre, accompanied by their Guidance and R.E. teachers as
well as some senior pupils. Our school motto, “One community, Many
Gifts” was the focus of the day as
pupils were encouraged to reflect on
their talents and skills and how they
can best serve the school community.
Sunny days meant that lunch was
eaten at the top of the Law Hill whilst
admiring a wonderful panoramic view
of Dundee. Team building was the
theme of the afternoon and thanks to
our Sports Ambassadors who helped
to facilitate this.
Chemistry At Work 2013
A group of S4 National 3/ 4/ 5 chemistry students paid a visit to St. Andrews University for this year's Chemistry at Work event.
At the event were a number of companies ranging from Diageo (one of the
world's largest food and drink manufacturers) and Shell through to small
start up companies based at the University itself. The aim of the event was
to let students see that a qualification in Chemistry does not just get you
into in a Science lab like the ones in NCIS or CSI but also travelling the
world to make test new drinks - as they did at St. Andrews. It seems that
on the day the drink that tasted the best did NOT win but the ones that
worked as a team best.
On returning all the pupils said that they thoroughly enjoyed the day and
more to the point found it interesting and thought provoking. The event
organisers praised the pupils from St. Paul's as being one of the few to
take an active part in all aspects of the afternoon - a credit to both home
and school.

DHT Visits to cluster Primary Schools
Mr Stewart has visited all six cluster schools over the past three
weeks as the first step on the pupils’ ‘Journey to St. Paul’s’ The
staff and pupils of all six schools were extremely welcoming and
the young people had prepared many interesting, and at times,
challenging questions. We look forward to building on this very
positive start throughout the academic session.
M D Stewart

Primary 6/7 Open Evening
St. Paul’s RC Academy held a very successful Open Evening for
parents/pupils on Monday 16 September 2013. Encouragingly there
was a significant increase in attendance from session 2012—13.
Following another superb performance from the Madrigal Group, Mr
Carroll and Mr Stewart provided some core information in the Mangamanuthu Hall and then parents/young people toured six departments
where staff and pupils led interactive workshops designed to raise
awareness of the curricular work young people will undertake in St.
Paul’s next session.
Fourteen departments and five partner agencies were represented
as well as members of the Parent Council. The feedback received
from both parents and young people, was in the main, extremely
positive and will influence our planning for session 2014-15.
Caritas
Looking at the T.V. offerings over the weekend you could not fail to see
a familiar line up. The X Factor and Strictly Come Dancing are back so
we must be nearing Christmas. At St Paul’s too things are taking a similar slant, the Caritas Award is back by public demand. Our new 6th year
pupils have taken up the challenge of the Caritas Award. There are 19
candidates who wish to
participate in this year’s activities. Unlike the aforementioned programmes this
award always brings
something new to the table,
that is, the unique set of
experiences of our pupils. This
year promises to be
brilliant and the seniors have
many gifts which they have already brought to the table. Each one will
be put through their paces but there is no rehearsal time, there is no
room for begging the judges, no auto tune and no second chance. They
must be active in the school and in doing so enrich it. They also have to
be active in the parishes adding their presence and skills there too. If
that was not enough in itself, they have been set the task of reflecting on
this process at every stage and then prepare to present their findings
sometime in the new year. We might not have Simon Cowell on board
but I guarantee by the end of the Caritas Award our pupils will have an
‘X factor’ of their own.
English Department
Mrs Brown of the English Department accompanied pupils from St
Paul's, and across the city, to a series of Creative Writing Workshops.
These were led by writer Zoe Venditozzi and took place at Dundee Central Library. The pupils involved found the workshops both helpful and
creatively stimulating.
S5/6 Retreat
Our S5 and S6 pupils were invited to partake in two day residential retreat at Kinnoull’s Redemptorist Monastery in Perth. It ran from the 26 th
to the 28th of August. The theme was ‘Come as you are.” The pupils took
part in a number of activities over the course of the two days. They were
moments of laughter (mostly Mr Walsh’s jokes) there were also moments of inspiration, creativity, togetherness, sharing and even tears.
Without doubt, no one, left the same as when they arrived.
The invite ‘Come as you are.’ was not from the R.E. department of St.
Paul’s but God’s personal request to enter into a meaningful relationship
with him. The idea though simple, be yourself, with all our strengths and
weaknesses is not always easy to accept. Through the many and varied
activities (yes, even feeding some hens) we discovered that God accepts us as we are. This idea was developed throughout the retreat and
has been brought back to school and hopefully will enrich our community.
One of the highlights for those who attended was the evening prayer. It was a time of quiet reflection with some candles to focus on.
Many pupils mentioned that they had never experienced prayer like
this before and have indicated they would like to embed this particular style once a month in the school.

