SQA Exams 2014
This year, the SQA exams run from Tuesday 29th April to 6th June.
Exam leave will begin end of school day on Monday 28th April at for
After the holidays each S4, S5 and S6 year group will be given a special
Assembly to ensure that they are aware of exam conditions. However I
would ask you to share the following information with your son/daughter.











All pupils must bring their Scottish Candidate card into each
exam with them. These cards are used to identify pupils by the
invigilators.
All pupils will sit at their allocated desk. Pupils will be given
individual seating timetables at the beginning of the exam diet
and this will give them their seat number for each exam.
Mobile phones are strictly forbidden in the exam room. Be
tween 2010 and 2012, 118 candidates throughout Scotland had
their exams cancelled because they were found to have brought
a mobile phone into the exam room and 88 warnings were given
to pupils who brought mobile phones into the exam but did not
have them within reach. "If a candidate is found to have
a mobile phone on their person, the standard penalty
applied is cancellation. If a candidate brings a mobile phone
into the examination room and the mobile phone is not within
his/ her reach, the penalty applied is a warning."
Pupils must not bring MP3/IPods in the exam room.
Pupils must wear full school uniform to school during the exam
period.
Pupils must arrive at least 15 minutes before the exam is due to
begin.
When the exam is finished, pupils must leave the school immediately, remember all S1, S2 and S3 classes are still on normal
timetable and for these pupils school carries on as normal.
Pupils who need additional help/support from their subject
teachers are welcome to come into school at the time that they
would normally have that class but full school uniform must
be worn. There will also be study facilities available in the LRC
Results will be delivered on Tuesday, 5th August 2014.

However, ‘My SQA’ is a new web service offering fast access to your
results. Your results will be sent by email or text (useful if on holiday)
on Tuesday, 5th August 2014. Pupils must register for this service.
Further information can be accessed on www.whywait.org.uk.
On behalf of all of the staff and pupils of St. Paul’s R.C. Academy,
we wish you success in your exams.
HEALTH DROP-IN
The Health Drop-In is up and running in the Library Resource Centre. All
welcome to attend. Come along, speak to the health professionals about a
variety of topics and get some free fruit.
Look out for the posters advertising the Health Drop-In. Coming soon.
DIARY DATES

Friday 28 March 2014
Monday 14 April 2014
Friday 18 April 2014 (Holy Day)
Friday 23 May 2014
Monday 26 May 2014
Friday 27 June 2014
Tuesday 19 August 2014

-

End of term 3
Start of term 4
Good Friday
In-service Day 5
Victoria Day
End of term 4
Pupils return—term 1

STUDY CLUBS AND SPORTS CLUBS
http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk/
Please visit St. Paul’s website for information on the various clubs we run in the
school. There are Study Support Clubs and Sports Clubs . We encourage our
pupils to become involved in a range of school based extra-curricular activities.

PARENT COUNCIL DATES
Chairperson - Richard White
Secretary
- Mandy McKenzie
Treasurer
- Natalie McKaig
Should you wish to raise anything with the Parent Council please contact
the school or email:
stpauls@dundeeparentcouncil.org
Parent Council meetings are open to all parents and guardians/carers and
we would encourage you to come along and support the school and our
children’s education.
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ONE COMMUNITY MANY GIFTS
Dear Parent/Carer
Thank you once again for taking the time to read our newsletter. As you will see again this term as well as preparing for exams our staff and pupils have organised and been involved in a very wide range of activities in which
they have been developing and sharing their gifts with our community.

Wednesday 14th May 2014
Wednesday 17th September 2014(AGM)

CAREERS ADVISER THURSDAY LUNCH TIME DROP IN
The school career adviser is available for quick questions or help related to
careers and leaving school options for S4, 5 and 6 pupils.
Located in the Careers Office in the Library from 1pm - 1:35pm every
Thursday starting from 07/11/13. No appointment required, just drop in.
Available on a first come, first served basis - 10 minutes max per pupil.

In January the Education Department carried out an extended review of St Paul’s, involving classroom observation and discussion with staff, pupils, parents and some of our partner agencies. The extended Review team was
led by Danny Webster , Education Manager , and also included Mr Graham Hutton, Head Teacher of Grove Academy and a number of Education Officers. I am delighted to report that the Extended Review team gave a very positive report.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION KIT
As of August 2014 St. Paul’s RC Academy will be using a new PE kit for all
years, boys and girls. The kit will still be available from the school wear
shop at the same price but it will be dri-fit material and the colours will be
the same for boys and girls, black shorts, t-shirt with green and white piping. The old kit will be in the school wear shop until April 2014 but they will
no longer be selling the old PE kit after this time.

The report comments that “Young people are motivated and actively engaged in their own learning. Pupils respond well to staff and benefit from a very caring and supportive environment.” It also states that “young people
collaborate well and support each other effectively in their learning.” The team recognised that we are a modern
school with a modern approach both in terms of our approaches to learning and our investment in new technology including tablets, netbooks and wireless technology.

P7/S1 DISCO
A number of pupils from P7
and S1 came together to
participate in a P7/S1 disco
with a view to helping the
transition process to secondary school. The pupils were

In terms of attainment the report recognises that “by the end of S6, there is an improving pattern of attainment
and it is recognised that the school adds value in SQA examinations compared to MidYis predictions.”
The team also recognise as strengths a number of initiatives and developments where we are leading in the city,
these includes the introduction of the Read Write Inc (Fresh Start) as a reading recovery programme “in response
to rich diagnostic data.” Staff from other schools in Dundee and beyond are now following our lead on this and
other examples of innovative practice. We were also pleased that the team recognises that “the rationale and design of our curriculum which accords with national and local guidelines and thereby reflects the aims and principles of Curriculum for Excellence.” The report also sees as a strength cluster working with our associated primary schools and curricular transition developments which are building strong links and helping to ensure a
“coherent learning experience” from primary to secondary.

supported by a number of secondary staff and our S2 Peer
Educators. The young people
who chose to attend had a very
enjoyable evening.

Details of school uniform can be found on school website

SCHOOL SKIRTS SHOULD BE KNEE

LENGTH

http://st-pauls.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk
Punctuality
The school day starts with registration at 8.50 am. Please ensure your
son/daughter is on time in the morning and also for afternoon classes
which begin at 1.35 pm.

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME

Any pupil taken out of school to go on holiday during term time will be
marked as an unauthorised absence. Providing a letter from your employer
in advance of any holiday stating that this holiday cannot be taken at any
other time of year or is fixed to a certain time of year is required to mark a
holiday absence as authorised.

All absences require parent/carer to make a call to the school
with reason for absence on each morning of absence

We are delighted that the extended review commented also on our improvements in meeting learners needs. The
report importantly comments on the “improved profile and status of the SfL (Support for Learning) department
that exists throughout the school. School staff are fully aware of the school's vision and direction for supporting
learners and are clear regarding their respective roles and responsibilities in realising what is a whole school
mission consistent with the school's values.”
We believe that the improvements we have made are due to being committed to, and placing a high priority on
Self Evaluation. The extended review team told us that Self Evaluation now has a high profile across the school
enabling a change of culture to be developed and embedded. They too recognise that Self Evaluation is driving
improvement: there is evidence that this is underpinning the work of the school and that it is beginning to have
an impact, particularly on learning and teaching through planned opportunities for Classroom Observations,
Learning Rounds, Professional Learning and sharing of good practice.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support for our school. You will know our staff have
worked very hard on the implementation of a new curriculum, new exams and in addition make the improvements
seen by the extended review team. We are not complacent and are committed to ensuring all our pupils feel part
of our one community and have the opportunity to develop their gifts.
I hope everyone enjoys a good spring break and look forward to reporting to you at the end of the summer term
more good news about our modern approach, our high achievement and the outstanding contribution our pupils
make in school and the wider community.
John L Carroll
Head Teacher

FOOD PRODUCTION DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS
Twelve S3 pupils recently attended a Food Product Development Workshop at Abertay University. This workshop was run by two students who
we currently have in the Home Economics department. The aim of this
workshop was for pupils to design a new healthy yoghurt product for
school children that would retail at around 45p. The morning involved lots
of sensory testing and evaluations, pupils were given a wide choice of
flavourings, sweeteners and fruits to develop their product. Once each
pupil had developed their final product, pupils were encouraged to test
their peer’s final products. Our S3 pupils thoroughly enjoyed this workshop and it gave them a real insight into how food products are produced
in the food industry.
S3 CAKE COMPETITION
All of our S3 pupils were recently given the opportunity to take part in a
cake competition. This involved baking and decorating a chocolate gateaux. Both our 3K and 3H sets took part, with one winner being selected from each class. Our final winners were
as follows; Ellen Kelly 3AR1, Toni Anderson
3AR8, Kieran Mullen 3CR4, Cerri Wilkie
3MR8, Caitlyn McKeever 3CR1, Leah Brown
3NR7. All pupils were presented with a certificate and awarded a prize. Well done girls
and boys! Here is a photo of some of the
winners. (Not all pupils were present for photo)
NETBALL
Congratulations to the netball team in the third round of the league.
They beat St Johns 5 - 0 then Baldragon 2- 0. They have secured a place
in the Cup and Plate final in April.
Well done girls.
FOOTBALL
Congratulations to the S1 Boys football team who won 7-0 against
Harris on Thursday, 20 March. The boys were previously defeated 7-2
earlier in the season by Harris so this result has shown how much our St
Pauls team have improved.
Well done to all the boys involved, safely through to the next round of the
cup!
DISCOVERING DEGREES
Fifteen S2 pupils attended Discovering Degree's at the University of Dundee on Tuesday 25th February. They attended lectures/workshops in
Medicine, Mental Health Nursing, Psychology and Architecture. Lunch
was in DUSA and they all received a Graduation Certificate. It is hoped
that this experience will help our young people think seriously about attending university in the future. The
University of Dundee offers a number
of events to encourage and support
young people in St Paul's to apply for a
degree course in several faculties including; Medicine, Dentistry and Law
through the REACH initiative and Art or
Architecture through the ACES initiative. Pupils from S3 upwards are welcome to register with these initiatives on the University of Dundee website. Once registered they will be invited to events, taster days and campus visits. These are very helpful prior to submitting UCAS applications. If
you would like any further information please contact Mr McCarthy at the
school.
ST. PAUL’S 5th ANNIVERSARY MASS
Family Mass Jan 23rd 2014.
The celebrants were Mgr McCaffrey and Fr
Walls. This service was held to celebrate
the 5th anniversary of St. Paul’s and was
very well attended by both parents and
pupils alike.

HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR
PRESENTATION
Austrian born Harry Bibring travelled from London to speak to our
school community about his antiSemitic experiences of growing up
as a Jew in Nazi occupied Vienna.
He shared artefacts along with very
personal accounts of the attacks on
his family to explain the rescue of himself and his sister on the Kindertransport to England. The money raised through the sale of tickets and
donations on the night amounted to more than £400. The money was
donated to the Holocaust Educational Trust to help organise further
educational trips to Auschwitz for pupils all
over the UK. The Courier also published a
story about our school’s efforts on 4th March
2014.
St. Paul’s History Department
Twitter Page : @stpaulshistory
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY ASSEMBLIES
As part of the school’s commemoration of Holocaust Memorial day on
the 27th January 2014, senior pupils Jodie Donegan and ‘Michael Sanderson shared their experience of their trip to
Auschwitz (Sept 2013) with a series of House
Assemblies. Their presentation took the form
of photographs they had taken with very personal accounts of the perceptions they made
on the day and how they have reflected on this
afterwards.
S3/S4 EXCURSION TO THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND
SCOTTISH NATIONAL - MUSEUM EDINBURGH
S3 and S4 pupils were invited to take part in workshops which were run
as part of an initiative by the Scottish National Archives at General Register House in Edinburgh. Here the pupils were taught skills in working
with sources and how they can use
them to enhance their learning and
to help them prepare for the new
Added Value unit at National 4 and
the Course Assignment at National
5. The pupils thoroughly enjoyed
the day and were very enthusiastic
when discussing their visit to the
Scottish National Museum.
DYNAMIC EARTH TRIP
S2 Geography Trip – Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh. Can parents please
note the change of date for this trip – Tuesday 22nd April
2014. Pupils should bring a packed lunch and are NOT
required to wear school uniform.
SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT TRIP
On Thursday 6th March Higher and Intermediate Modern Studies pupils
visited the Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh. After watching First Ministers Questions we had the opportunity to meet Joe Fitzpatrick MSP. The
pupils put him through his paces
by asking a range of questions
from developments in education to
the independence debate. Before
entering the debating chamber we were lucky enough to
meet First Minister Alex
Salmond. A great day was
had by all, the pupils as
always, were a credit to the
department and school.

TRANSITION - P7 VISIT 12/03/14
Pupils from across the cluster visited St. Paul’s
RC Academy for half a day in February. The
young people completed a Technologies session (HE, CDT or ICT) and then a Social Subjects session.
The video evaluations were extremely positive
and the pupils enjoyed the experience greatly.
We look forward with anticipation to the 3 day visit in June (10-12th inclusive)!
HEALTH & WELLBEING – RAMP UP THE RED 21.02.14
Staff and pupils participated in our now yearly ‘Ramp Up The Red’ fundraiser in aid of the British Heart Foundation in
February. Amazingly £684 was raised - a significant increase on 2013’s total.
The pupils participated in a variety of healthy
activities starting in registration with a BHF video on the devastating effects of heart disease, a
funky feet dance session, a fitness testing session supported by Abertay University, face painting and ‘healthy’ cake and
candy. A great day was had by all!
THE INDIA VILLAGE PROJECT
In the first week of March the staff, pupils and associates of St. Paul's
celebrated our first visit to Mangamanuthu village seven years ago. Each
department marked the occasion by providing lessons with an India
theme. Tutors from the Bharatiya Ashram led workshops in Bollywood
dancing, yoga, the art of wearing a sari. The art department gave pupils
the opportunity to explore Mehndi. Each of these workshops was very
special and greatly enjoyed by those involved.
The school was colourfully decorated, with work
concerning India. The Verdant Works, thanks to
Brian Kelly, provided us with a colourful history
of the jute industry. A very vivid example of the
connection between Dundee and India. A number of staff added colour to the week by wearing
saris to celebrate India Week. The India Concert was a great success. It
had a mixture of Indian and Scottish culture and we even had our very
own home-grown magician. After the concert, an Indian meal, prepared
and served by members of the Ashram and members of our own staff was
served. This proved very popular. Over the past seven years the three
schools - Lawside Academy, St. Paul's Academy and St. John's High
School have been instrumental in raising in excess of one hundred thousand pounds for the project. We would like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone for their help and cooperation over these seven years.
Without your cooperation and support we could not have been of such
great assistance to those less fortunate than ourselves in Mangamanuthu,
Trichy (The Rainbow AIDS Project), Piu Primary School and Piu Secondary School. Anyone who would like more details concerning the India
Village Project, please contact the school. We would be delighted to hear
from you.
A THEATRE TRIP TO REMEMBER
In February, a group of S4-S6 pupils and staff were fortunate enough to
attend a performance of the National Theatre's highly acclaimed and
award winning production of "War Horse" in Edinburgh. And were we in
for a treat! The terror and horror of WW1 trench warfare (for the soldiers
and the estimated million horses that supported them) was brought to life
on stage and, very quickly, we forgot we were watching a play and
(amazingly) that the main characters in it were actually puppets
operated by actors. All of us agreed that it was the most thrilling,
spectacular and dramatic stage production we have ever seen and
to describe it as an emotional roller-coaster, is an understatement.
At times, there wasn't a dry eye in the House and, I have to confess, some of us struggled more than once to stifle our sobs. It
certainly was a trip to the theatre that none of us will forget!

THE MAGIC OF THE MADRIGAL IS ALIVE AND WELL
Stephen Fraser—The Courier
The Madrigal is a form of musicmaking that has gone through
many phases of popularity. Several English composers produced fine
examples in the Elizabethan period,
and 17th Century Italy enjoyed a
great flowering of the style. It is a
charming surprise to discover that
one of Dundee’s schools, St. Paul’s
Academy, boasts a thriving madrigal group, directed by Glynis Bromage.
For their visit to the Dundee University Lunchtime Concerts, they chose
a programme of great variation in style. They carried it off with tremendous success, with a well-balanced sound and a full, well-rounded tone.
The programme started with ‘I’ll Fly Away’, at the cheerful end of the
spiritual style. The religious tradition was also well represented by ‘As
The Deer’, a modern psalm setting by Marty Nystrom.
Interspersed with these were more pop arrangements of pieces such as
‘Don’t It Make My Brown Eyes Blue’.
ST. PAUL’S CHESS LEAGUE
I would like to congratulate Declan Shafi as Championship in St Paul’s Chess League. 2013/2014 He is in the
lead at present with 28 points. Declan has an advantage
of 14 points over second place Connor Mullen. However
there are a few games left but we can announce Declan
the winner of 2013/14 and he will take over the Trophy from Michael
Cumming the Champion from the previous year. I would like to take this
opportunity and thank all participants: Michael Cumming, Josh Christie,
Dale Freedman, Connor Mullen, Peter Scott, Karol Kolodziejski, Declan
Shafi and Christopher Anderson.
INDEPENDENCE DEBATE
On Friday 14th March Intermediate and Higher pupils attended a heated
Independence debate. Organised by former pupil Daniel Coleman, this
debate let pupils from across the city hear the arguments for and against
an independent Scotland. Willie Rennie MSP led the 'Better Together'
side with Stewart Hosie MP heading up the
'Yes' campaign. The number of pupils voting
'yes' after the debate increased considerably,
however, 'no' still had the edge. What will
happen on September 18th 2014? The Modern Studies department at St. Paul's can't
wait to find out!
THE TAYplan YEP! YOUTH CAMP
A group of S2 & S3 ‘Geographers’ are excited to be attending this initiative at the University of Abertay on Saturday 26th April. The day will
comprise of workshops based around the theme of ‘Your Place/Your
Future/Your Say’. Pupils will be involved in Play writing, Storytelling,
Cartoon Creations, Song writing and Video/Vox box production around
the themes of Climate Change, Healthy Living, Safe Socialising and
Vibrant Town Centres.
STAFF V PUPILS FOOTBALL
The staff versus pupils football
match in January raised £86.08.
A cheque was presented to
Douglas Clark from McMillan cancer support by S6
pupils who participated in
the game. Well done to all
involved.
Staff 4, Pupils 1

